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Happy New Year to members and friends alike. January is the month when subscription fees for the Robert

Burns World Federation Ltd fall due so it is worth a reminder that the organisation exists to encourage the
study of the life and works of Robert Burns by present and future generations so that his thoughts and ideas
can be better realised. Above all it is worth noting that the RBWF is a charity, an umbrella organisation of
thousands of volunteers, trying its best to treasure and promote the memory of our National Bard. Your help
in providing financial support through membership fees, donations and fundraising is much appreciated.
I start this newsletter with an apology; in the November edition I wrongly attributed an article about Scottish
poet Tom Scott (p10). It was in fact Emeritus Professor Craig Sharp of Brunel University London who alerted
me to Scott’s A Sang for Valentine and highlighted the inspiration Scott attributed to Burns.
Editor
In this Issue:
- Jemima Stars at Food Trade Annual Dinner
- Wreath Laying in Glasgow
- Royal Conservatoire Launches Webinar
- St Giles Cathedral Festival of St Andrew
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To William Simson of Ochiltree
O NATURE! a’ thy shews an’ forms
To feeling, pensive hearts hae charms!
Whether the Summer kindly warms,
Wi’ life an’ light;
Or Winter howls, in gusty storms,
The lang, dark night!
The Muse, nae Poet ever fand her,
Till by himsel he learn’d to wander,
Adown some trottin burn’s meander,
An’ no think lang;
O sweet, to stray an’ pensive ponder
A heart-felt sang!
Robert Burns

May 1785

Jemima Delivers the Goods at Association Dinner
The Scottish Food Trade Association held its Annual Dinner in
Glasgow on 10 November and as has become the custom the
Address to the Haggis is delivered by a finalist of the annual
Robert Burns World Federation (www.rbwf.org.uk) Junior
Burnsian-of-the-year competition.
This year it was performed by Jemima Bevan, a first-year pupil at
Berwickshire High School, Duns, who addressed the Macsween's
wee beastie with great aplomb, accompanied by her dad Mike.
Jemima has been entering RBWF school competitions since
primary school and her talent for recitation was greatly
appreciated by the audience at the dinner.
Registered Office: Dower House, Dean Castle Country Park,
Kilmarnock KA3 1XB Company Registration No 196895
Scottish Charity No SC029099 e-mail: admin@rbwf.org.uk
Tel 01563 572469
Website address: www.rbwf.org.uk

Newsletter Editor -Mike Duguid (Literature Convenor)
Email mike.duguid@dsl.pipex.com Tel: 01557 860040
To unsubscribe please email admin@rbwf.org.uk
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Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Burns Statue in George Square, Glasgow
On Saturday 21st January 2017 the Glasgow and District Burns
Association (G&DBA) will lead the wreath-laying ceremony at the Burns
Statue in George Square. Participants are asked to assemble in the
Loggia of the City Chambers, George Square, at 11.30 am; access will be
available earlier in the event of inclement weather. The Piper and Flag
Bearer will then lead the procession to the Burns Statue where the
G&DBA President will lay the first wreath, followed by other Clubs’
representatives and any other organisation present. Following a choral
performance by local school choir the Piper and the Flag Bearer will lead
the procession back to Merchant’s House where light refreshments will
be served. Speeches and entertainment will follow before the event
closes at around 13.30 pm. Please Note: Club Officials are encouraged to
wear Chains of Office and Regalia.
There will be a Celebratory Service of Remembrance in Glasgow
Cathedral on Sunday 22nd January 2017.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GlasDistBurnsAssoc/

Royal Conservatoire Launches Webinar Series
The Royal Conservatoire of Scotland will be launching a
webinar series which comprises of five, one-hour
sessions over five weeks, starting on 30th January. Led
by Fred Freeman, one of Scotland’s leading experts on
the songs of Robert Burns, it will examine the role Burns
played in Scottish culture and the influence his works
continue to have on culture today. For full details see:
https://www.rcs.ac.uk/lifelong-learning/robert-burnsand-song-webinar-series/

St Andrews Service at St Giles Cathedral
A strong delegation of Federation members,
from across Scotland, was led in procession
by President Bobby Kane to take part in the
Festival of Saint Andrew the Apostle, Patron
of Scotland at St Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh.
The Knights of the Order of the Thistle have it
in their Charter to worship in St Giles on St
Andrews Day, and for the past 60 years or so
have invited to their worship representatives
of the armed forces and police, the
universities, various professional bodies,
Judges and advocates etc., The Lord Provost
and City of Edinburgh Council, The Royal
Academy, The Grand Lodge of Scotland, and
several cultural bodies, including the Robert
Burns World Federation, are also invited.
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Jean Armour Trust
Jean Armour Burns Trust was formed in 2012 from monies raised from
the sale of the Jean Armour Burns Houses at Mauchline.
The funds are managed by a Fund Management company with 75% of
income made available annually for distribution to support appropriate
Projects
and
Events
in
local
communities
in
Scotland.
The Trust's main objectives are:
1. To assist with the funding of Events and Projects which promote
the works of Robert Burns in local communities and schools. The
Trust works closely with the Glasgow & District Burns Association
and its member clubs to help achieve this objective.
2. Glasgow & District Burns Association was the prime mover in the
foundation and management of the Jean Armour Burns Houses,
since its inception in 1915 and the Trust remains responsible for
the fair distribution of donations to the Tenants of the Jean
Armour Burns Houses in Mauchline.
3. The Trust meets quarterly to consider applications.
Clubs are reminded that funding is available for projects of merit, on submission of a successful application
in writing. A short report from Clubs at the conclusion of such projects is greatly appreciated by JABT.
Marc Sherland has a small supply of brochures explaining the purpose of the Fund and how to apply.
Contact marcsherland@me.com. For further details see: http://www.jeanarmourburnstrust.co.uk/

Harry Young - Stalwart of Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club Remembered
The funeral for Harry Young, Hon President of Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club,
was held at Beith Parish Church on 14 Nov 2016. Harry was the longest serving
member going right back to the formation of the club in the village of Barrmill in
1944. He was born and raised in the Barrmill and the village was very close to his
heart.
He served in the navy during the war and was present at the surrender of Japan
whilst serving on HMS Terpsichore, a time he fondly recalled. He was very
committed and loyal to the club and was in fact the club singer for 65 years.
Indeed there were few Burns Suppers held in Beith without Harry being on the
programme. He received his 70-year certificate from the club in 2014 and was
attending meetings just a few weeks ago.
(Donald L Reid, Secretary, Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club)

Thornhill and District St Andrews Night
On Friday 25th November the Thornhill & District Burns
Club held its annual St. Andrews night dinner at the
Buccleuch & Queensbury Hotel in Thornhill. The President
Bill Leggeat introduced the principal speaker Mrs Jean
MacMillan-Forster who delivered the toast to St. Andrew &
Scotland. Her eloquent delivery was well received by the
company. Les Byers recited, as did Geoff Martinuik. Colin
Gibson & Stuart Cochrane sang, Colin also played guitar.
The evening ended with a rousing version of Auld Lang
Syne. In the photo from left to right is Mrs Jean MacMillanForster, President Bill Leggeat and Mrs Catherine
Leggeat.
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Northampton Town & County Scottish Association – Inaugural Schools Competition
The Northampton Town & County Scottish Association, for the first time, ran a very successful Robert Burns
poetry recitation competition. The competition took place on Thursday 17 November 2016 at Northampton
School for Boys when 11 children from four schools took part. There were two winners: Chloe Walding from
Bridgewater Primary, reciting ‘Handsome Nell’ and Vinh Thi from Northampton School for Boys, reciting ‘To
a Mouse’. We hope to raise awareness of our National Bard and elevate the profile of our Association in the
town. It is hoped that this will become an annual event for Northampton Schools.

From left to right: Jerry McDonald, Secretary of Northampton Town and County Scottish Association, Judges
Mrs Margaret Jones and Mrs Nancy Barr, Charlotte Urbane, Charlie Mason, Zaki Rahman, Jamie Dunk,
Chloe Walden, Jacob Benhayoun, Georgia Smith, Asha Wootton, Isabelle Jones, Vinh Thi, Mayah
Anakwa, and Judge Mr Les Barr.

National Burns Memorial Homes Mauchline
The Society now known as the National Burns Memorial
Homes in Mauchline was established in 1888 as a living
memory to Robert Burns. The foundation stone was laid in
1896 when 10,000 people gathered to mark the erection of 6
cottages and a museum in the shape of a tower. A further 14
cottages were added later and this subsidised
accommodation is still being provided today for those
whose working days in the rural environment has come to
an end.
A registered charity (SCO 01850) it receives no government
or local authority funding and depends on donations to
cover the cost of maintaining the properties in an acceptable
condition and for running the organisation. Unfortunately the level of donations is declining but the amount
and costs does not abate. Please consider making a donation to help maintain this living memory to our
National Bard. Send to George Ross, Bower Cottage, Boquhan, Balfron G63 0LQ
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Mungo’s Well
“And near the thorn, aboon the well,
Whare Mungo’s mither hang’d hersel”

Mungo’s Well existed in Robert Burns’ day and it was said

that St Mungo travelled in this area, possibly drinking from
the well, but the allusion in Burns’ poem ‘Tam o’ Shanter’ to
Mungo’s mother hanging herself is pure fiction on the poet’s
part.

To visit the well in Alloway, leave the Robert Burns
Birthplace Museum by the front door and walk straight forward to cross the road at the pedestrian crossing.
Turn left, then right down the broad path to the disused railway cutting. Turn sharp left at the bottom of the
slope and go through the well-lit tunnel under the main road.
Mungo’s Well can be clearly seen through the garden railings immediately on leaving the tunnel. (Total
distance about 500 yds of tarmac all the way). Alloway Burns Club have put a sign up on the railings to
draw attention to the well.
Mungo (St Kentigern) was a 7th century Christian missionary whose mother was later also sanctified and who
is thought to be buried near St Enoch’s Station in Glasgow. Her saint’s day is July 18 th. She was, in fact, a
Votadine princess called Thenaw, daughter of King Lothus after whom the area of Lothian is named. (The

Votadini tribe of Britons were an Iron Age Celtic tribe from the South Eastern coastal area of
modern Scotland.)
She was abused by one Owain Mab Urian and became pregnant. Her father was so furious with her that he
had her thrown from the heights of Taprain Law down about 100m from which she survived. She was then
put into a frail coracle and pushed out into the Firth of Forth to die or drown, but by God’s grace she was
washed up alive on the coast of Fife where, in the fulness of time, young Mungo was born. Thenaw later
travelled with Mungo and they gained many converts to Christianity.
She is said to be buried under the square in Glasgow bearing her name ‘St Thenaw’ (St Enoch’s) Square
where a chapel used to stand.
This article, submitted by RBWF Past President John Skilling, can also be seen in a fuller version the Alloway
Church Magazine ‘Signpost’ which includes a poem about St Mungo by Ian Davidson. See:
www.allowaychurch.org/wp-content/uploads/Signpost-Magazine-2016.pdf
St Andrew’s Night Celebrated at Ellisland Farm
On Saturday 19th November the Friends of Ellisland held
their annual St. Andrew's night celebration dinner. The setting
at Ellisland Farm was beautifully decorated to match the
occasion. The Chairman Ronnie Cairns introduced the
principal speaker, well known author and Burnsian, Patrick
Scott Hogg, who delivered the toast to St. Andrew and
Scotland. His interesting and eloquently delivered speech,
was well received by the company. Entertainment was
provided by Lee McQueen on accordion, vocals by Caitlin
Robinson, Maureen Milton on harp, recitation and songs by
Les Byers and Stuart Cochrane, who also played keyboard.
The evening finished by a rousing rendition of Auld Lang
Syne.
Photograph from left to right: Helen Flannigan, Patrick Scott Hogg, Ronnie and Halina Cairns.
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How Good a Judge Are You?
We can all disagree with decisions of Judges and Referees and have many
reasons for pointing out the error of their ways.
For over four years there have been competitions held with the reciting of the
"Address to a Haggis" by Robert Burns. Many a person now famous on the
Burns "circuit" have commenced their speaking career with this address.
Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club have produced a CD of their recent
competition. Any number of listeners can judge whom they would select from
the seven who entered as being the best.
An excellent way to sharpen up listening and judging skills. The CD becomes
the property of the Club and can be used with guests participating or for any
occasion to become an interesting addition to the proceedings of an evening.
Copies of the CD - anyone can buy a copy - for £5.00 and a splendid start for a
discussion who is judged to be the winner.
All this can be contained within a 30 minutes "gap" in a programme. Cheque with order please payable to
Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club 108 Campbell Street Wishaw ML2 8 HU. For further information email:
murdomorrison13@blueyonder.co.uk

Alloway 1759 Festival Celebrations
This winter festival also includes a unique Burns supper in Burns Cottage, Burns Big Birthday Bash, The
Alloway 1759 World Haggis Hurling Championships and more, see: www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/events/
The ‘Haggis Hoolie’ on Fri 20th January 2017 is a family-friendly nod to a
Burns Supper. The Borland Ceilidh Band and a variety of talented local
musicians will perform while you enjoy traditional 3-course Burns
Supper fare. Then, let the band ‘put life and mettle’ in your heels as the
dancing gets going. View
On Wed 25th January 2017 Burns Cottage you can join the Friends of
Robert Burns Birthplace Museum for this very special fundraising event
to celebrate the Bard's Birthday in the place where it all began.
Details at: http://www.burnsmuseum.org.uk/event/the-burns-supper/

Burns Comes Alight in Alloway
People the world over are invited to celebrate the bard’s
birthday in his birthplace of Alloway, Ayrshire with a special
programme of events set to take place around Burns Cottage
and surrounding landmarks.
NEW for 2017! Journey, this Burns season, into Burns Alicht, a
unique sparkling birthplace tour in celebration of Scotland’s
poet Robert Burns. Discover special illuminations, be
enchanted by mischievous sights, sounds and entertainment
and delight in landmarks coming alive. This special evening
concludes with a finale burning of John Barleycorn to the sound
of tribal drums!
Date: Sat 28 Jan 2017 Timed tours 6pm - 9.30pm (11.30pm close) Price £7.50 / £5 conc
For tickets call: 01292 288235 or visit the website http://ayrgaiety.co.uk/burns-alicht/
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Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association - Commemoration Service Invitation
President Mike Duguid and members of the Scottish Southern
Counties Burns Association (SSCBA) extend an invitation to join
them for their commemorative service, marking the anniversary of
the birth of Robert Burns. The service will be held at 1.30pm in St
Michael’s Church, Dumfries, on Wednesday 25th January 2017.
Club Presidents or representatives are invited to be part of a
‘ceremonial parade’ at the commencement of the service. The
service, to be conducted by the minister of St Michael’s, Rev Dr.
Maurice Bond, will feature contributions from local school
children.
Immediately after the service, Peter Kormylo, President of Dumfries Burns Club, will preside at a wreathlaying ceremony at Burns Mausoleum where leading members of SSCBA regional Burns Clubs, along with
local dignitaries, will lay their tributes at the Bard’s tomb. Following this ceremony, teas and refreshments
will be served in St Michael’s church hall.
We would be delighted if as many of your club members as possible would be able to join us for this
special commemorative event. In order that appropriate seating arrangements can be made at the church,
please inform us, before Friday 20th January 2017, if your President or a representative will attend.
John Caskie Secretary SSCBA j.caskie@virgin.net

Robert Burns Association North America (RBANA) Annual Conference 2017
The Medicine Hat Burns Club, Alberta, Canada, is proud and very pleased to be hosting the 2017 RBANA
AGM and conference on 28-30 April 2017. Anyone who has previously attended a Jolly Beggars Banquet or
annual Burns dinner celebration here in Medicine Hat can confirm that the
Medicine Hat gang puts on a first class show. We intend to do so again. Also,
where we promise to host a very special event we also note that with the
exchange rate of the US/Canada dollar this is a very economical getaway for our
US members.
The name "Medicine Hat" is the English translation of Saamis (SA-MUS) – the
Blackfoot word for the eagle tail feather headdress worn by medicine men – or
"Medicine Hat."
Medicine Hat is a city of 63,000 plus people located in southeast Alberta,
Canada. It is approximately 295 kilometres (183 miles) southeast of Calgary and
149 kilometres (93 miles) from the nearest US border crossing at Sweet Grass,
Montana.
We encourage those attending from outside Alberta to consider
making attendance at this event part of a vacation getaway as this
is a perfect opportunity to take in a visit to the Rocky Mountains
and Banff or the world famous Royal Tyrell Museum of
Palaeontology at Drumheller.
Our base hotel for the 2017 function is the Clarion Inn &
Conference Centre located at 954-7th Street SW, Medicine Hat.
Reservations
can
be
made
by
going
to
guestservices@clarionmh.ca or calling 1.403.527-8844 and
referring to RBANA 2017. Registration fees are expected to be
about $150.00 per person. This includes tickets for the Friday
night Meet n’ Greet & Ceilidh and the 2017 RBANA AGM Banquet,
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Burns Debut Album
A debut solo album of Burns’s songs Ae
Spark o’ Nature’s Fire featuring Jillian Bain
Christie with pianist Catherine Herriott is an
excellent example of Burns’s songs being
refreshed and presented in a new way
today. The album features arrangements by
contemporary Scottish composers and
includes the première recording of Paul
Mealor’s Ae Fond Kiss which was written
especially for Jillian.
The album is the inaugural release by the
new
independent
Scottish
label
Luckenbooth
Music
and
is
available
www.luckenboothmusic.co.uk/product/ae-spark-o-natures-fire/ or on iTunes or on Amazon.

from

there

Originally trained as a visual artist, Jillian graduated from the University of Aberdeen in 2012 with a firstclass honours degree in music. Her early training is put to good use in the beautifully designed album
cover. The notes accompanying the CD provide a comprehensive and perceptive insight into Burns as a
songwriter and song collector; the provision of a glossary lifts the veil of understanding of the Scots words.

Centre for Robert Burns Studies – Annual Conference 14th January 2017
This event is a collaboration between the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum (RBBM) and the Centre for Robert Burns
Studies (University of Glasgow) and will be held in the RBBM, Murdoch’s Loan, Alloway, Ayr.


9.30 Registration, tea/coffee and welcome



10.10–10.30am Jerry Brannigan: The Shaw Burns,
Alexander Nasmyth and the Masonic connections



10.30–11am Moira Hansen: ‘A mind diseased?’:
examining Burns’s mental health



11–11.15am Tea/coffee



11.15–11.45am John Ritchie: The Loves of Robert
Burns – producing an early sound film



11.45am–12.15pm Len Murray: Why the fuss about
Burns?



12.15–12.30pm Panel discussion



12.30–1.30pm Lunch



1.30–1.55pm Bill Adair: musical performance



1.55–2.25pm The Burns Scotland Lecture – Linda
Fairlie and Bruce Morgan:



‘A fouth o’ auld nick-nackets’: Burns collections in East
Ayrshire



2.25–2.55pm Gerard McKeever: ‘Nature’s fire’: John
Lapraik, Robert Burns and the culture of improvement



2.55–3.15pm Tea/coffee



3.15–4pm Chris Whatley: ‘The Kirk’s Alarm’: Burns and the Presbyterians in mid-Victorian Scotland



4–4.20pm Panel discussion
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Russian Students Reflect on Their Trip to Scotland
Visiting Scotland can be a sweet dream for many people, but for us there could be nothing more
unbelievable. As the winner of the "Burns Essay Contest" (Polina) and the finalist of the "Knowledge of
Scotland Competition" (Pavel) we turned out to be this year's lucky ones to get an invitation to this amazing
country. We were staying in Scotland for ten days and one thing was true about them - it was pure magic!
It's worth noting how unusual Scotland seemed to both of
us. The highlands and fascinating mountainous areas in
the distance along with cottages, fields and, of course,
sheep - everything was just stunning!
Moreover and probably most importantly, we could
speak English with the natives and even perform in
various Burns clubs. It was a fantastic experience!
We were given a unique opportunity to visit this country
and, for sure, this couldn't be done without SaintPetersburg forum. Members of this small charity
organization brought us to Scotland and hosted us during
our visit. And, of course, our special thanks to Helen
Morrison, a member of the Robert Burns World Federation, who hosted us the most of our visit.
Photograph shows Pavel Tereshenko and Polina Kukushkina (on left) with local children who performed for
the Russian guests. Also shown are Lily Budgell, President Larkhall Burns Club and Kay Blair, President
Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs (far right).
It has been a pleasure for us to meet such caring, amazing people and we hope to stay good friends with all
of them. Performing in a few Robert Burns clubs (Irvine Lassies Burns Club, Larkhall Burns Club and
Kilbryde Burns Club) and other superb places (Biggar Rotary, Robert Burns Birthplace Museum, Ellisland
Farm and “The Globe Inn”) was just as fantastic. We would like to give our kind regards to Elizabeth and
Tom Clark, Helen Morrison and Kay Blair who spent so much time with us during the trip!
We also had the chance to visit the Annandale Arms Hotel in Moffat to view a
plaque (left) and information board commemorating the 200th anniversary of the
visit and overnight stay of the 20 year-old Grand Duke Nicholas of Russia to the
hotel, then called ‘The King’s Arms’, in May 1816. The Edinburgh leg of the Grand
Duke’s UK tour, the first official royal visit to Scotland for over 100 years, was stage
managed by Sir Walter Scott who, six years later, was able to use the hastilyinvented template to welcome George IV to the capital.
Dear Scots, thank you so much for this unforgettable adventure! It has been an
exceptional experience, a real journey for both of us thanks to you! The ten days
were filled with various events and lots of fun!
[Pavel and Polina]

Russian Prizewinners Visit Ellisland Farm
The Russian youngsters were hosted by the Friends of Ellisland
where Polina delivered her presentation of 'A parcel of Rogues in
a Nation' followed by Pavel who gave an interesting talk on James
Watt. Both of them spoke about their school and their aspirations
on their future careers. Two local students also took part, Rose
Byers wowed the audience with her lovely singing voice and
Anna Pearcey impressed the company with her talented violin
playing. From left to right: Chairman Ronnie Cairns, Rose Byers,
Pavel Tereshenko, Anna Pearcey, the Treasurer Betty Haining,
Polina Kukushkina and Secretary Maureen Milton.
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Glasgow University – Repeat Run of ‘Robert Burns: Poems, Songs and Legacy’ – Online Course
The hugely successful Glasgow University MOOC 'Robert Burns: Poems, Songs and Legacy', is running
again from January 23rd 2017. Sign-up is open at: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/robert-burns/3
Over three weeks, we’ll introduce you to the life and works
of Robert (“Rabbie” or “Robbie”) Burns, exploring three
core questions:

- Who was Robert Burns?
- What made Robert Burns a poetic genius?
- What made Robert Burns a global icon?
In the process, you’ll examine archive material, original publications and manuscripts by Burns himself,
recordings of Burns songs and examples of objects used to commemorate the poet. You’ll also look at and
learn to interpret a selection of Robert Burns’s works in the context of Scottish history and culture. So join us
on 23 January 2017 for a new look at a world-famous poet.

Kilbryde Burns Club Welcomes Russian Students
The Kilbryde Burns Club also welcomed the two students from St
Petersburg to their monthly meeting on 7 November 2016.
As the event was a fund raiser for the Forum Dr Lisa Cameron, MP
for East Kilbride, Strathaven and Lesmahagow contributed a bottle
of malt whisky, which had been signed by First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon. Dr Cameron said “I was delighted to have been able to

contribute towards Kilbryde Burns Club’s extremely successful
“Links with St Petersburg” night. Members, friends and visitors
enjoyed a fantastic evening helping raise over £150 in donations,
presented to the St Petersburg Forum who accompanied the
students on the night. Well done to all the organisers and donors.”
South Lanarkshire Provost Eileen Logan provided mementoes marking the students’ visit to East Kilbride,
and Club President John Mitchell presented them with certificates and a framed portrait of Robert Burns for
their school donated by Past President of the Robert Burns World Federation, Bob Dalziel.

Refurbishment Work at Federation Sponsor’s Isle of Arran Distillery
Work on the refurbishment of our Distillery in
Lochranza continues to go very well. We have
four new stills in place in the Distillery building
and our Stillmen are working hard to get all the
new equipment safely up and running and
ready to produce more of our excellent new
spirit. We also have great plans in the pipeline
for some refurbishment in our Visitor Centre
which will take place in January. We will be
closed during the month of January and we are
looking forward to getting everything up and
running and welcoming our first visitors to the
new look Lochranza distillery in February next year.
See the full range of whiskies and visit the online shop at: http://www.arranwhisky.com/
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200 Club Winners
September 2016
Quarterly Prize – George and Enez Anderson; 1st Prize - George and Enez
Anderson; 2nd Prize – John Mackay
October 2016
1st Prize – Robert Dinwiddie; 2nd Prize – Peter Stuart

Dumfries to Host a Spectacular Burns Festival
Between 20th and 29th January 2017, across Dumfries, the world’s largest Burns night celebrations will take
place with 10 days of music, theatre, comedy and much more with stars such as Lulu and Nicola Benedetti
taking part. Full details of all the events are available on the Festival website: http://bigburnssupper.com

Golden Wonder - New Sponsors of the Robert Burns World Federation Schools’ Competitions
Whilst almost everyone knows of Golden Wonder, not as many are aware that
the company was born almost 70 years ago in 1947 in Stockbridge, Edinburgh
when local baker, William Alexander (left) started making crisps in the
afternoon once he’d finished baking for the day. In a moment of inspiration he
decided to name his new crisps after the Golden Wonder potato variety. By
1960 Golden Wonder had become the leading crisp brand in Scotland and
continued to flourish.
With production moving in 1964 to Corby,
Northamptonshire, Golden Wonder opened the world’s largest crisp and
snack factory. In 2006 Golden Wonder was taken over by Tayto (NI) Limited.

With Tunnocks having been such wonderful
sponsors of the RBWF Schools’ Competitions over
the past seven years it is a delight to have another
global company, which has its roots in Scotland, as
the new sponsor for one of the most precious
functions carried out by the Federation: the
nurturing and encouragement of learning about the
life and works of Burns amongst the younger
generation,
not
only
in
Scotland,
but
internationally.
As articles in this newsletter has demonstrated we
have an inaugural recitation competition in a school
in Northampton; youngsters from Russia joining
with Scottish children in sharing their cultures; and,
young performers, such as Jemima Bevan, adding a
sparkle to a prestigious Burns Supper and thus
demonstrating the value of the schools’
competitions in raising standards and challenging
our youngsters to learn about their National Bard.
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A Small Charity with a Global Reach – Come and Join Us
The main objectives of The Robert Burns World Federation Limited are to advance the education of the public about the
life, poetry and works of Robert Burns and in furtherance thereof:
(i) To encourage and arrange competitions among the general public, students and/or school children.
(ii) To stimulate the development, teaching and study of Scottish literature, art, music and language.
(iii) To conserve buildings and places associated with Robert Burns and his contemporaries.
(iv) To strengthen the bond of fellowship amongst members of Burns Clubs and kindred societies throughout the
world by encouraging Burns Clubs and kindred societies to honour the memory of Robert Burns and his works.
Clubs, Societies, Individuals and Corporate bodies who support the aims and objectives of the Robert Burns World
Federation may be admitted as Federation Members.

Benefits of Membership:
1. FREE copy of our in-house publication, the Burns Chronicle, which keeps members up-to-date with world-wide
club activities and provides academic articles which add to our knowledge and can be included in talks and
writings.
2. FREE bi-monthly Newsletter with general information on Club and Burns related news
3. Increased knowledge of the life and works of Robert Burns and the pleasure of passing this knowledge on to
like-minded Burnsians and to children and adults who visit Ayrshire from home and abroad
4. Cordial company of fellow Federation members nationwide and worldwide
5. The possibility of working with the schools committee who promote the works of Burns vigorously to over
80,000 children in Scotland and also to many in USA, Canada, Russia and the Pacific Rim.
6. Confidence that the RBWF Headquarters either answers, or fields and disseminates, questions from the general
public, as well as Federation Members, fulfilling our main purpose of advancing and promoting knowledge of
Robert Burns’ life and works
7. The opportunity to have an input to the future of the Federation
8. Without your subscription to RBWF, knowledge of, and interest in, Burns and his works would wither and die
without a core driving force. Someone would have to re-invent a Federation of world-wide Burns Clubs.

Application to become a Federation Member
Membership type
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Club Membership
Corporate Membership
Chronicle Only
School / Junior Membership
Patron
Airmail (overseas only)

Cost
£42.00
£47.00
£77.00
£150.00
£32.00
FREE (no voting rights)
Call for details
£12.00

Tick preferred option

for Chronicle etc. to be sent via airmail instead of
surface mail

Name (s) ..........................................................................................................................................
Company Name..................................................................................................................................
Address.............................................................................................................................................
Telephone............................................................... Mobile................................................................
Email...................................................................... Website..............................................................
Method of Payment
Cheque:
Credit Card / Debit Card:

No.
No.

Exp.Date.

/

Name on Card:
Online Payment:

Please contact us to issue an invoice with payment details

Note: there is a 5% surcharge on all Credit or Debit Card and Online Transactions

Applications for Membership should be sent to:- The Robert Burns World Federation Limited, Dower House, Dean Castle
Country Park, Kilmarnock, KA3 1XB. Tel/Fax: 01563 572469 E Mail admin@rbwf.org.uk Web www.rbwf.org.uk

