The Robert Burns World Federation
Newsletter
Issue 16 July 2015

This edition of the Newsletter continues to demonstrate the wonderful work being done by the Federation

in promoting the life and works of Robert Burns with the younger generation. It is particularly gratifying to
see the enthusiasm of pupils involved in the Primary Schools’ Festival and in a repeat performance of the
Burns musical ‘Rabbie’ at the Edinburgh Fringe by St George’s Girls School, Edinburgh. Some very
welcome thoughts on promoting Burns in the classroom are presented by a secondary school teacher and
hopefully it will evoke a response. The rededication ceremony for the laying of the foundation stone for the
Burns Mausoleum in Dumfries, some 200 years after the original event, is deservedly given full coverage.
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Reply to an Invitation
Sir,
Yours this moment I unseal,
And faith! I’m gay and hearty.
To tell the truth and shame the Deil,
I am a fou as Bartie.
But Foorsday, Sir, my promise leal,
Expect me o’ your partie,
If on a beast I can speel
Or hurl in a cartie.
Yours, - Robert Burns

Primary Schools Festival
The Primary Schools Festival was held in Hutchesons’ Grammar
School on Saturday 30th May with over 150 enthusiastic pupils taking
part. The event went very well, thanks to the great job done by the
school whose Depute Head Teacher and Letting Administrator did
all in their power over many weeks to make things run smoothly.
Glasgow District Burns Association are to be thanked for hosting the
day and, once again, we are grateful to Tunnock’s of Uddingston and
the Jean Armour Burns Trust for their sponsorship.
The Junior Burnsian for 2015 is Rory McIver (left) from the Grampian
Association who sang a wonderful version of Auld Lang Syne.
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Primary Schools Festival (cont’d)
The Overall winning team was Lanarkshire who
won the Supercounty Cup.
This trophy is
awarded to the District Association which has
the highest total of points across the four
disciplines of verse speaking, singing,
instrumental and bagpiping.

The best verse speaker was
Rowan Hastie (right) from
the
Southern
Scottish
Counties Burns Association.

The best instrumentalist overall was pianist Sam Thompson, (left)
representing the Renfrew & Inverclyde Burns Association.
There was another
notable
moment
during
the
instrumental section
when, for the first
time ever, there
was an entry from
Highland
Region.
Kirsty Grant, from Dunbeath, won her P4/5 instrumental
section! A great boost for Highland, and her Mum says she is
already trying to decide what to play next year! A delighted
Kirsty is pictured with Federation President Jim Thomson, JVP
Bobby Kane (left) and SVP Peter Hughes (right).
The best bagpiper was Cameron May
from the Lanarkshire Association
(right).
The Primary Schools’ Festival marked
the last event for Isa Hanley (left) as
the Federation’s Schools Convenor.
Isa has led the Schools Committee
with great enthusiasm and dedication
since 2008. As she hands over to her
successor at the Annual Conference
in September, Isa can reflect on an
outstanding
performance
as
Convenor with participant numbers
holding up well and overseas
participation increasing.
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Ellisland Youngsters in Concert
On Friday 2nd May the Friends of
Ellisland held their annual Young
Entertainers event. It is always well
attended and this year was no
exception. The Chairman of the
Friends of Ellisland, Ronnie Cairns,
introduced the youngsters. Troy
Barbour, the winner of this year’s
National
Secondary
Schools
competition, opened the concert with
his winning excerpt from Death and
Doctor Hornbook. Star Murdy recited,
as did Rowan Hastie, who also did a
reading of The Gruffalo in Scots.
Aisling Anderson sang and also played
the fiddle, as did Lucy McCutcheon.
Emily McLatchie sang and Ruby
Darbyshire entertained with songs, played the ukulele and the harmonica. They were all exceptional and
the audience showed their appreciation. The evening ended with a rousing version of Auld Lang Syne.

Lasses Lunching in Style
The 16th RBWF Lasses Lunch was a resounding success. 138 Lasses
gathered at the Fenwick Hotel, Ayrshire, to hear VIP guest speaker
Fiona Hyslop MSP, Minister for Culture, Europe and External Affairs
(rather fitting as Fiona herself is an Ayrshire lass, having been born and
educated in Ayrshire). Fiona is hugely enthusiastic about her role as
Culture and External Affairs Minister, involved in promoting Scotland
and ensuring we make the most of our cultural assets and overseas
links and, as we know, Robert Burns adds great value to the Scottish
economy.
Cllr Jim Todd, Provost of East Ayrshire, welcomed the Lasses to
Fenwick and East Ayrshire and spoke of the links between Burns and
Rock’n’Roll. Cynthia Leitch, President of Irvine Lasses Burns Club gave
the Grace.
Our piper was Scott Figgins from Irvine, Young Burnsian 2014 and entertainment was provided by Jamie
McGeechan (aka Little Fire). Jamie is a singer-songwriter from Ayrshire who draws influences from John
Martyn, Andrew Roachford, Ray LaMontagne and, most importantly, Robert Burns. His debut album High
Hopes was released in December 2014. A keen fan of Burns, Jamie was invited to record in Burns Cottage,
Alloway from which an EP entitled ‘Roots’ was released in January 2015, the very first recording of Burns
songs inside the cottage in history.
The theme for the day, in true Burns fashion, was the Red Rose and, together with the table settings, all the
table names were varieties of Red Roses.
Photographs courtesy of Jim Miller Photography. Thanks to Isle of Arran Distillers (miniatures), Killie Cards
(favour bags), Lily Budgell (tablet), Ayrshire Community Media & LGPR (videography) and special thanks
to Caroline Crawford and the team at Fenwick Hotel for helping to make the day so special.
Photo (from L to R) – Scott Figgins; Fiona Taylor, Senior Education Manager (representing East Ayrshire
Council Chief Executive); Jane Brown, Alison Tait; Fiona Hyslop MSP, Jim Todd, Provost of East Ayrshire;
Jamie McGeechan (aka Little Fire).
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Addressing the Haggis Competition
Whilst the Lasses Lunch was in the next door dining room at the
Fenwick Hotel some gentlemen were taking part as finalists in the
in the addressing the Haggis competition. The winner of the
Grampian Oats Award was Willie Kirk of Fauldhouse and
Crofthead Burns Club and the other participants were Stewart
Houston, Jim Donnelly, Bill
McCready,
and
Jamie
Donnelly.
Listening carefully to the
contestants was Chief Judge Angus Middleton, Past Federation
President, Bob Stewart another former Federation President and George
Letham Vice President of Cupar Burns Club.

Wreath-Laying at Kilmarnock
The President of the Kilmarnock Howff Burns Club, Anne McNair, cordially
invites all Club Presidents and Club Members to attend at 1.30pm for 2pm,
Sunday, 26 July, 2015, at the Robert Burns/John Wilson Monument at the
Kilmarnock Cross, Kilmarnock, for the Annual Event of the Wreath-laying
Ceremony
in
commemoration
of
the
Publication
of
the
Kilmarnock Edition of Robert Burns " Poems Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect"
Following the Ceremony, there will be a buffet at the Fanny by Gaslight Public
House, West George Street, Kilmarnock, to which all are cordially invited.
An early reply would be appreciated for catering purposes. Please contact the
Secretary, Brian Keenan, on 0141-647-8828.

Thornhill Burns Club Outing
On the 12th May some members of Thornhill &
District Burns Club had an outing to New Lanark.
This was the first of their three summer outings
organised by the events manager Bill Leggeat. It
was an extremely successful outing, some taking the
tour of the museum,
shop & restaurant, while
others explored the
Falls of Clyde and were
lucky
to
see
two
peregrine falcons.

[n.b. A depiction of New Lanark featured on the Clydesdale £20 bank note in
the 2009 Year of Homecoming while the portrait of Robert Burns appeared on
the £10 note. Ed]
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Hopes, Dreams, Craft and Graft
“What if time’s arrow wasn’t firmly pointed in one direction? What if I could stand beside Robert Burns and
have a conversation? These are the questions I asked myself when I began my residency in the Burns House
Museum.
I imagined we’d talk about poetry (we’re both poets). We’d talk about manual labour (he was a farmer and I
was a roofer). And we’d talk about Mauchline. I wanted my residency to reflect this conversation.
Two hundred and thirty-one years after Burns arrived in Mauchline I opened the back door of my father’s
roofing van and gathered whatever materials I could find to make a book of poetry. I found Scotch slate, a
length of string dyed red because my father and my uncle used it to strike lines on a felt roof, a few old
washers, and some ‘O’ rings used for plumbing that had been dropped into my uncle’s toolbox. The poems
I chose to write in the book are centred on the theme of manual labour.
I was lucky enough to work with a class of P6 pupils from
Mauchline Primary School. Through a series of workshops I
encouraged them to express some of their hopes and dreams. I
recorded their words on pieces of paper and sealed them in
small envelopes. Letters from the past to the future.
The book and the letters from the children of Mauchline are
placed together to reflect an imaginary conversation about
hopes, dreams, craft and graft.”

Burns House Museum Poet in Residence, William Letford
William Letford will be performing at the celebration of the anniversary of Burns’ Poems, Chiefly in the
Scottish Dialect published on 31st July 1786. The event will feature William performing and in discussion
with author Zoe Strachan and Dr Rhona Brown of the University of Glasgow. The event will be held in the
North Gallery of the Dick Institute, in the beautiful setting of the current Treasured Collections exhibition.
Guests will also be able to browse the South Museum, where our copy of the Kilmarnock edition is
displayed alongside the replica Kilmarnock printing press.
Friday 31st July, 6 – 7.30 pm, Dick Institute, Kilmarnock. See http://www.eastayrshireleisure.com or call box
office on 01563 554900 for ticket info.
The Residency was kindly supported by Museums Association and
Scottish Book Trust.

John Galt Society
The Centre for Robert Burns Studies at the University of Glasgow invites you to join the John
Galt Society which exists to promote the appreciation and study of the life and works of this
great Scottish writer and pioneer of Canadian development (1779-1839). In 1828 Galt was
one of the first two persons to be invited to become honorary members of the Irvine Burns
Club, of which there are now over 300.
The annual subscription is £10. You can pay by making a bank transfer to the Society's account at Santander
Bank. The account details are: Name: John Galt Society; Account Number: 76110866; Sort Code: 09-01-28.
If you use this method please put your name in the reference so that I will know who has paid. Those of you
outside the UK may need to check with your own bank about whether they will charge you for paying in
Sterling. Alternatively, you can pay by cheque made payable to The John Galt Society and sent to: Ian McGhee,
21 Gearholm Road, Ayr KA7 4DJ, Scotland. See www.gla.ac.uk/schools/critical/research/.../johngaltsociety/
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A ‘Stookie’ Comes to Life
The following letter dated 2nd May 2015 arrived at the RBWF office and gave everyone a chuckle!!
“In December of 1787, Robert Burns injured his knee in "so severely" by an "unlucky fall from a coach" that
he "did not need the command of his friend Dr. Sandy Wood to confine him to his room and so forbid him to
put his foot on the ground". (Snyder, p.265)
In December of 2014, President Priscilla J Kucik of the Robert Burns Club of
Milwaukee, had two foot surgeries (in less than 24 hours), one an emergency one.
She has had a cast up to her knee since December 20th and it will be a slow
recovery. While Robert Burns continued to correspond from his house, Ms. Kucik
doesn't have a computer, so her isolation is a bit more than Burns endured.
Although she was not hospitalized in the "Burns unit", the boring white cast was in
dire need of artistic decoration. So, on the foot is the Alexander Reid miniature
portrait of Robert Burns. Laced across the calf is her Clan MacLeod tartan ribbon,
complete with garter and flashes on the side. She has attended three Burns
Suppers in the area and the cast is appropriate to be worn with Scottish evening
dress.”
Aren't our RBWF members just wonderful!!

Tom McIlwraith Memorial Quaich Recitation Competition
On Saturday 18th July the Edinburgh and District Burns Club Association (EDBCA) will be holding its annual
poetry competition in memory of Tom McIlwraith, past President of the Federation and the EDBCA.
Normally the day starts with a concert at the Burns Monument on Calton Hill but there has been a slight
change to format, mainly because of the popularity of the event. There is not enough seating for our elderly
members and no toilet facilities, so the morning concert and performances will be held in Liberton Lodge,
with tea and coffee being served from 10.00 am. Lunch will be provided and the poetry competition will
commence at 2 pm. The panel of judges will be chaired by RBWF Honorary President John Cairney. The
days ongauns will be completed by 4.00pm and the cost, just £10 per head.
Please contact the EDBCA Secretary, Gordon Jamieson , at magsandgordon@talktalk.net to book lunch no
later than 4th July.

Federation 200 Club Results
January Monthly Draw: 1st Prize Robert Burns Guild of Speakers; 2nd Kilbryde Burns Club
February Monthly Draw: 1st Prize David Smith; 2nd Jane Brown
March Quarterly Draw: Robert Lawson Miller; 1st Prize Bobby Kane; 2nd Prize Lanarkshire
Association of Burns Clubs
Congratulations to all the winners. Please contact admin@rbwf.org.uk if you would like to buy a share.
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Burns Mausoleum 200th Anniversary Rededication
The first organised meeting in Dumfries of the admirers of Robert Burns was
convened not for the purpose of forming a Burns Club, but for purpose of
erecting a Mausoleum over his remains. A fairly full account of the work of this
meeting is to be found in the book entitled " Robert Burns in Dumfries 1796 1896" compiled by Philip Sulley.
The following brief version of the story is based on mainly on Sulley's account
and the minutes of the Dumfries Burns Club: The meeting to consider this
question of erecting a Mausoleum was held on 16th December 1813. It was
resolved "That a Mausoleum ought to be reared over the grave of BURNS and
that the expenses be defrayed from a fund to be raised by subscription" One of
the heartiest responses was from Sir Walter Scott, who not only subscribed
handsomely himself, but influenced others to do so.
The advertisement for the designs for the Mausoleum appeared in the Dumfries newspapers on 6th
February, 1815. Only a vague description of the kind of design required - "something approaching to the
form of a temple" - was given, and of the "figure or subject of marble to be placed in the interior of the
mausoleum." These "must be left to the taste of the artists." Fifty plans and models were exhibited two
months later and the design of Mr. Thomas Frederick Hunt, architect, St. James' Palace, London was
adopted. Mr. Hunt subsequently decided to give his services free of charge. The estimate of Mr. John
Milligan, Dumfries, for the building, amounting to £331- 8s- 6d, was accepted, and Mr. James Thomson was
appointed superintendent of works. "At one o'clock on 5th June 1815, the King's birthday, the Magistrates,
Committee of Management, Subscribers, and the Grand Committee of the Seven Incorporated Trades, with
their Colours, and a band of music in front, walked up to the New Church; in front of which they were joined
by free masons (to the number of about 420), decorated in a splendid manner, and with the insignia and
implements of masonry –
The whole procession being formed, escorted by the Dumfries Yeomanry Cavalry, marched off in grand
order to St Michael's Church-yard, where the foundation stone was laid with due Masonic ceremonial by the
Provincial Grand Master William Miller, son of Patrick Miller of Dalswinton, Burns' friend and landlord at
Ellisland, who died in 1815. Two glass bottles were deposited in the foundation. One containing the gold,
silver and copper current coins of the kingdom - the other a Latin inscription written on vellum, a small
edition of Burns' poems, the resolutions with the names of the committee, and the newspapers of the day."
200 years later, on Sunday 7th June 2015,
following a service in St Michael’s
Church, conducted by the Reverend
Maurice Bond, the Dumfries Burns Club
President, Peter Kormylo, invited the
Provincial Grand Master of the Provincial
Grand Lodge of Dumfriesshire to lead the
rededication of the Mausoleum. This task
was undertaken with due Masonic
ceremony befitting the prominent part
played by the Masonic movement at the
laying of the original foundation stone.
After the laying of wreaths at the
Mausoleum, the company paraded
through the streets of Dumfries to Burns
Statue (see photo right).
Peter concluded by thanking Past President David Baird for his sterling work in organising the day’s events.
A video of the commemoration at the Mausoleum can be seen at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcDc3kdleWU
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Mausoleum (cont’d)
On 19th September 1815 the remains of Robert Burns were removed to the
Mausoleum. This delicate duty was carried out with as much privacy as
possible. [The Winter 2005 edition of the Burns Chronicle contains a
fascinating letter written by James McNaught who was involved in the
reburial ceremony Ed]
The Mausoleum was not completed until September, 1817 when Turnerelli's
sculpture, "The Muse of Poetry finding Burns at the Plough," was set up. By
1930 Turnerelli's statuary was in very poor condition and a movement to
replace the statuary and to carry out a scheme of renovation at the
Mausoleum was begun.
The design of Mr. Hermon Cawthra was selected and on Saturday 19th
September 1936 the new statuary was unveiled by the Rt. Hon James
Ramsay MacDonald. Cawthra's work portrays, as did the original, the
genius of Coila finding her favourite son at the plough; but several of the
anachronisms of the first figure have been corrected. Burns is no longer represented as presiding over the
plough in tail coat, breeches and buckled shoes. Instead he is more accurately shown in sleeved waistcoat
and trousers with short cloth leggings. The plough, too, is a more accurate representation of the ploughs
used in the 18th Century, and there is the very skilful introduction of the Mouse and the Daisy.

The Kirk’s Alarm

We uncovered a very interesting Robert Burns pamphlet during a recent
visit to the Dick Institute’s McKie Collection from Professor Christopher
Whatley, Emeritus Professor of Scottish History at the University of
Dundee. The Kirk’s Alarm: or, a Present for the Priest-Ridden: being a
Collection of the Clerical Satires (Edinburgh: H. Robinson, 1852) is a tiny
volume with a very striking cover page illustration.

The title page (below) shows the booksellers and publishers involved, in
addition to H. Robinson of Edinburgh. Robinson, W. Love (Glasgow), A.
Heywood (Manchester) and James
Watson (London) tended to publish and
sell popular religious, political and
comic song pamphlets, often reflecting
some of the controversial contemporary
topics. A sample of their titles includes:
Free-thinkers information for the people
(periodical), Clerical anecdotes, and
Parson’s comic songster: advice to the
priest-ridden, also a joiner’s bill; and, The alter of liberty, or, songs for the
people (1842), An essay on the functions of the brain (1842), and
Discussion on the existence of God and the authenticity of the Bible (1840
but first published in New York by social reformer Robert Dale Owen in
1832, and coincidentally, quoting Burns).
The volume contains notes and introductions to each poem, although no
editor information is given. The poems included are: ‘The Twa Herds: or,
the Holy Tulzie’, ‘The Holy Fair’, ‘The Ordination’, ‘The Kirk’s Alarm’, ‘Holy Willie’s Prayer’, ‘Epitaph on
Holy Willie’, ‘Dedication to Gavin Hamilton, Esq.’, ‘The Calf’, ‘Address to the Unco Guid, or the Rigidly
Righteous’, and ‘Epistle to the Rev. John M’Math’. At the end is an ‘Ode to the Memory of Burns’ by Thomas
Campbell. [Submitted by Ross McGregor, East Ayrshire Heritage and Museums, Kilmarnock]
For more information see: http://www.ayrshirecollections.co.uk/the-kirks-alarm/
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Oversea Literature Competition Winners 2015
The Adjudicators for this were the RBWF President, Jim Thomson, Isa Hanley and Helen Morrison. The
theme was taken from first four stanzas of the last verse of Burns’ poem ‘A Man’s A Man for a’ that’.
St Petersburg Winners
1st Ksyusha Minkina, School 213; 2nd Elizaveta Golovanova, School 157; 3rd Pavel Bogomolov, School 61
Highly Commended Julia Kozlova, School 328. Ksyusha & Pavel, will visit Scotland from 5th-12th Nov 2015.
Australian Winners
1st Aryelle Winchomb, Rochester Secondary College; 2nd Bella Grunden, Princes Hill Secondary College
3rd Bethany Polkandrites, Princes Hill Secondary College; Highly Commended Georgina Schroen,
Rochester Secondary College.
Ukrainian Winners
1st Ivan Ilik, School 56 Kyiv; 2nd Andriy Mazur, School 56 Kyiv; 3rd Mykola Kurinnyi and H/C Valerea
Budakva, Secondary School of Ploske [see school film https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VptoxU3JzaM]
St Petersburg Forum Knowledge of Scotland Winners
1st Ekaterina Kasyanova, School 157 ‘Lake of Monteith’; 2nd Valeria Philonenko, School 328 ‘Glasgow Past &
River Clyde’ 3rd Slava Lapin, School 207 ‘David Livingstone’.
They will visit Scotland from 12th-22nd Sep – during this time they will visit Alloway, Dumfries and shall have
a concert at Globe Inn on Sunday 13th Sep 7pm. On Friday 18th Sep they will be hosted by Fauldhouse &
Crofthead Burns Club at a buffet dinner at the Golf Club where they shall perform their winning pieces.
Cameron Kerr, the student who accompanied the delegation to St Petersburg in January 2015, has prepared
a magnificent Power Point presentation, lasting about 40minutes, about his visit. If you are looking for a
speaker at any of your functions he comes highly recommended by the RBWF Overseas Literature
Coordinator, Helen Morrison. He can be contacted via Beth Kerr: Email@minder4kids@hotmail.co.uk
If you or your Club would like to sponsor a young person to accompany the delegation or come on the trip
yourself in January 2016 contact Helen Morrison at: helencgmorrison@btinternet.com.
The Director of the Aberdeen International Youth Festival (AIYF), Stewart Aitken, through our contact with
Helena Anderson Wright of the Grampian Burns Association, has offered two places at this year’s event
from 24th July to 1st August. Two brothers, Fedor and Mikhail Romanychev, from St Petersburg School of
Music, who played individually and also a duet on piano and balalaika have accepted their invitation.

Burns Musical Returns to Edinburgh Festival
After their great success at last year’s Fringe,
“Third Degree” Youth Group is bringing
“Rabbie“, adapted from the musical about Robert
Burns by Scottish playwright, Andrew Dallmeyer,
once again to the Festival. There will be seven
performances of “Rabbie”, from 17th-23rd August
starting at 5.45 pm and lasting just over one hour in
the famous Surgeon’s Hall (Venue 53 off Nicolson
Street). Tickets are now available through the
Fringe Office

https://www.edfringe.com/
The libretto and vocal score of “Rabbie” and the original musical “Burns supper” are available free to all
schools in Scotland, and drama teachers are invited to attend rehearsals and learn from the experience of
the Third Degree team. Further details from contact@first-scottish.co.uk.
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Robert Burns Birthplace Museum – What’s on
If you haven’t already visited the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum (RBBM) in Alloway do get it down on
your ‘to do’ list for this summer. Together with Burns Cottage, the Alloway Auld Kirk, the Burns Monument
and the Brig o’ Doon, all in easy walking distance, it makes a splendid day out. Perhaps you could tie your
visit in with one of the events outlined below.
On Saturday 4 July, a new sculpture - “Chieftain” - will be unveiled by the acclaimed
artist Jake Harvey. Also being launched that day will be two new sound sculptures
by mixed media artist, Laura Graham. One will be at the Auld Alloway Kirk and the
other by the Brig o’ Doon – both made famous by Burns’ epic poem, “Tam o’
Shanter”. Finally, throughout each day, the Museum gallery will feature screenings
of several films by the environmental artists, Dalziel and Scullion. These will be
shown throughout the season until 25th October 2015.
Join Dr David Hopes – Director of the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum – on
Sunday 23rd August at 2 pm as he examines some of the early collecting carried
out by the Burns Monument Trust. Entry is free.
On the same day, as a warm-up, why not join RBBM guide Tommy Burns as he
leads a one-hour guided tour of the site starting at 1 pm, starting at the Museum
which is free with admission. Tommy will also lead a tour on 19th July.
There are also ‘Highlight Talks’ at 3pm every Wednesday throughout the year
which are free with admission.

Robert Burns Association North America Annual (RBANA) Conference
A full weekend of entertainment, discussion, wining and dining was enjoyed by delegates
to the Annual RBANA conference, hosted by the Calgary Burns Club on 29th – 31st May 2015.
There were three excellent
seminars, Burns & Edinburgh
by Ronnie O’Byrne, The
Publication of Tam o’ Shanter,
by Bill Dawson, and the
closing session by Prof.
Gerry Carruthers (right) who
explored the way Burns character and works
had been manipulated by both sides in the
independence debate, repeating what had
been done before to bolster patriotism and recruitment in past wars. The Calgary Fiddlers (left), a group of
teenage musicians and dancers entertained. The Calgary Club had provided the material for the mini kilts
worn by the girls, prior to their going on a major tour. The
famous Calgary Burns Club choir also sang.
Ronnie O’Byrne won the Jim Connor Memorial Quiz, closely
challenged by Les Strachan & Bill Dawson. Photo shows Jim
Connor’s widow, Elma Connor, with the winner Ronnie,
holding the Memorial Trophy, with other participants.
Full details of the conference will soon be available on the
RBANA website: www.rbana.com
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Burns in the Classroom
While – in this corner of Scotland at least – Burns’ better known poems such as To a Mouse are widely taught
in primary schools, the teaching of the work of the ‘Ploughman Poet’ to secondary school pupils seems to
be much more haphazard.
The inclusion of selected Burns poems as one of the Scottish Text options for the new Higher English course
might lead to an increase in the number of pupils who study the specified poems; however, given that the
original (2013) list will be ‘reviewed and refreshed every three years to ensure it remains relevant and
allows new texts to be introduced’, if few teachers choose this option, it may well be dropped. Furthermore,
the new Advanced Higher English Literary Study exam paper is now completely open choice instead of
prescribed options – one of which was a list of nine compulsory Burns poems and a selection of his songs.
Reflecting on my own teaching of Burns to various
secondary school year groups, and taking pupil
feedback into account, I realise that appreciation of
Burns in the classroom brings many benefits. I think
that providing a contextual background to the man and
his work, as well as careful selection of poems for
junior school pupils, can have a positive impact on
pupils’ perception of Burns. One of the ‘Significant
Aspects of Learning’ by which S1 -S3 pupils are
assessed is to ‘engage with and create a broad range
of texts, including Scottish and Scots texts’; why not
make one of those texts a Burns poem? Reading, ‘translating’ and discussing the Selkirk Grace, for
example, is a straightforward and meaningful activity for S1 pupils.
Despite initial complaints from my S2 class that Auld Lang Syne would be “too hard to understand”, with the
help of a glossary, some pre-reading information and post-reading analysis and discussion, they enjoyed
the poem. Young people are generally interested in quirky facts about the texts they study (for example
those found on http://www.telegraph.co.uk/men/the-filter/10539407/QI-some-quite-interesting-factsabout-Auld-Lang-Syne.html) and about the writers (for example, Robert Burns was the first person to appear
on a commemorative bottle of Coca-Cola in 2009), so this type of background information helped generate
some enthusiasm for, and interest in, the poem. They now know that, according to the Guinness Book of
World Records, it is one of the three best known songs in the world, so it is important that they can sing the
lyrics correctly. They also realised that Burns’ language is no harder than Shakespeare’s – if we study the
English Bard in school, why should we not study the Scottish Bard?

Tam O’Shanter provides huge scope for engaging pupils of all abilities in the work of Burns – a very useful
website is http://www.immersiveeducation.eu/pdf/tsp/TamoShanter.pdf, which includes a glossary as well
as ideas for activities like storyboards, role-playing etc. When familiar with the narrative content of the
poem, pupils also enjoy reading the short play Tam o Shanter’s Big Night Oot in the book of the same title,
edited by Matthew Fitt.

In the senior school, some of Burns’ love poems – in particular A Red Red Rose – have occasionally been
taught at Higher level, particularly as a comparison to more modern love poems, such as Norman
MacCaig’s Incident. Providing details of both Burns’ life and the society in which he lived, as well as the
background to the poem, helped contextualise his work, thus enhancing the learning experience. Pupils
found it helpful to listen to a recording of the song (e.g. Ian Charleson’s version on YouTube) before
reading it for the first time; this seemed to make analysis easier.
[This very interesting and informative article was submitted by Mrs Sheila Scott, who teaches English at
Kirkcudbright Academy. The Federation has long discussed what we can do to increase a knowledge of
Burns’ life and works in the younger generation and this article provides some useful pointers. In a second
part in the September newsletter Mrs. Scott outlines how Burns Clubs and individuals can play a part. Ed]
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A Scot from the east end of Glasgow has become the first person to register to march in the iconic New
York Tartan Day Parade 2016. Piper Billy Taylor will march alongside his 14-year-old grandson, Craig
Taylor Ovens in the Parade, which will take place on April 9.
He explained: “Craig and I play together in Uphall Station Pipe Band. He now competes in national and
world championship events, and the Tartan Day Parade will give him a great opportunity to play in one of
the biggest Scottish gatherings in the world.
“I love New York and have been on 11 previous occasions. I
love the fact that NY has adopted so many prominent Scotsmen
over the years and now hosts one of the biggest tartan events in
the world - the New York Tartan Day Parade.”
Billy is a past President of Fauldhouse and Crofthead Burns Club
and also Past President of the Lanarkshire Association of Burns
Clubs.
Within the Robert Burns World Federation, he was Vice
Convenor of the Marketing Committee and part of the
committee who supported the 9/11 memorial.
“My family will be with me and we plan on spending time before and after the Parade taking in the great
sights of New York. Top of my list is my return to Ground Zero to pay our respects,” Billy added.
The National Tartan Day New York Committee (www.nyctartanweek.org ) is a not-for-profit coalition of the
American-Scottish Foundation, the New York Caledonian Club, the St. Andrew’s Society of the State of New
York, and Clan Campbell. It organizes the New York Tartan Day Parade and Post-Parade Party, and
coordinates related events during the week.

Isle of Arran Malt – Great Visitor Experience Recognised
Jaclyn McKie from the Federation’s sponsor Isle of Arran Distillery writes, “We are really pleased to tell our
friends that we have received another Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence for 2015. We pride ourselves
on making sure that our visitors feel very welcome when they visit to our Distillery and Visitor Centre, and
we appreciate very much all the time that people take to site and post their reviews online to share with
others. Many thanks to all who have done so!”
The Isle of Arran malts featured
prominently in The Arran Malt and
Music Festival held in June.
The quality of the Robert Burns Single
Malt has also been recognised in an
article by Martin Pilkington in the
excellent online food and drink guide The Culinary Guide
in which he writes, “Again, for those not wanting the hot
route, whisky (or whiskey) offers myriad alternatives, a
very fine recent find The Robert Burns Single Malt from the
Isle of Arran Distillery, pale, nutty, oaty, with notes of
honey and spice – a breakfast malt (only kidding).”

Sponsored by the Weir Group.

