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As we build up towards the main Burns Supper season in January it is gratifying to be able to report in this
newsletter not only many of the traditional events associated with celebrating Burns but also to see reports
on new musicals, new song compositions and refreshing new approaches in festivals and other events. In
particular, there is a welcome trend in events which are appealing to a younger audience and this can only
be seen as a healthy and positive development. How many of us, for example, were aware that the late
Michael Jackson was a huge fan of Burns and saw him as a great inspiration for his music. When superstars
like him and Bob Dylan find such brilliance in Burns’ songs we should feel a sense of pride in our Bard and
be even more keen and willing to share this passion with the next generation.
Editor
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New Junior Vice President

Nature’s Law
Let other heroes boast their scars,
The marks o’ sturt and strife,
But other poets sing of wars,
The plagues o’ human life!
Shame fa’ the fun: wi’ sword and gun
To slap mankind like lumber!
I sing his name and nobler fame
Wha multiplies our number

by Robert Burns

Senior Vice President Peter Hughes (right) welcomes the new Junior Vice
President Bobby Kane after his inauguration at the Annual Conference in
Irvine. Bobby was brought up in Whitburn West Lothian and still stays in
the area. Bobby is a past President of Fauldhouse and Crofthead Burns
Club and is also President Elect of the Lanarkshire Association of Burns
Clubs. He works closely with his partner Karen McPhail in organising and
running the West Lothian Schools Competition and also the National Choral
Festival Final. Inspired by his grandfather Bobby has developed a
continuing desire to learn more about the Bard and in particular the impact
his life and works still have on people across the world centuries after his
death.
Having begun his career in the whisky industry Bobby has worked in
several different areas of the food industry and his skills and experience as
a successful and respected salesman in international business he is very
well qualified to take the Federation forward in the future.
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Fine Dining at Conference

Greenwood Academy in Irvine provided the splendid setting for the inauguration dinner at this year’s
Annual Conference. The excellent food and superb service was provided by the North Ayrshire Corporate
Catering department which pulled out all the stops to ensure a memorable dinner was enjoyed by all.
Definitely helping the evening go with a swing were the
miniatures of Isle of Arran ‘Robert Burns’ single malt whisky
generously donated by the distillery as part of a deal with
the Robert Burns World Federation.
Shown left is President
Jane Brown signing the
deal at the Dower House
with Managing Director
of the company, Euan
Mitchell, which gives the
company exclusive rights
to use the Federation
name
and
logo
in
promotion of their fine
whiskies.
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Conference Workshop - Taking Burns to New Generations (is Burns Cool and Can He Be?)
As part of its contribution to the annual conference held in Irvine the Officers and Directors of Irvine Burns
Club (IBC) agreed to conduct a seminar for delegates on the above theme.
The format was a brief Introduction and Presentation by a Director of IBC,
followed by a break-out session for delegates. The four groups were
chaired by RBWF nominees and supported by IBC Directors and a
volunteer representative from North Ayrshire Council to indicate the close
working relationship between the local authority and the Burns Club. The
group leaders then reported two major points each, recorded for a future
issue of the Burns Chronicle.
The event lasted about an hour. Materials included evidence of the successful involvement of Primary
school pupils in the Irvine area where over 5000 pupils have visited the Burns Museum in Wellwood over
the last nine years as part of a process which has operated in various formats for very many years. Also
shown were interviews with secondary school students illustrating their attitudes and reactions to
involvement with Burns poetry and the Burns movement in a modern technological age. This evidence,
produced with the help and support of students and staff of Greenwood Academy, Irvine, proved to be an
eye opener for all.
As this approach would be a conference first for RBWF the matter was approached with some trepidation.
Factors debated included -

Would anyone attend?
Would delegates present take part in the discussions?
Was the concept acceptable to conference in the first place?

In the event our fears were unfounded. The workshop fitted into the conference schedule and competed
successfully with visits to Wellwood, our club home, visits to Irvine Harbourside, visits to the Heckling shed
and Glasgow Vennel and a splendid weekend of sunshine.
The willingness of the delegates to become involved in discussion and debate and the professionalism of
the four RBWF group leaders ensured that the event proved a success worthy of future inclusion as a
conference component.
It is hoped that the content and discussion points will be an article in the next Chronicle and all involved
from Irvine Burns Club would simply record their thanks to all participants for ensuring a useful, lively and
enjoyable event.
The group leaders from the Robert Burns World Federation were Angus Middleton, Martin Cassidy, Karen
McPhail, and Bobby Kane. The participants from the Irvine Burns Club were Jim Butler, Ian Dickson, Bill
McGregor, Michael Murray, Bill Nolan, and Tim Swan (Directors and Past Presidents), with Melanie Nolan
(North Ayrshire Council)
[Article submitted by Bill McGregor IBC]

Irvine Burns Club and Irvine Lasses Burns Club
Both the Irvine Burns Club and the Irvine Lasses Burns Club did a
magnificent job in showing off the town and its connection to the Bard.
Known as the ‘village’ Irvine has strong connection to the story of Burns
because it was here that Captain Richard Brown encouraged Burns to put
his verses in print. As Burns himself says, “you wondered I could resist
the temptation of sending verses of such merit to a magazine: ‘twas
actually this that gave me an idea of my own pieces which encouraged
me to endeavour at the character of a Poet.”
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Irvine and Irvine Lasses Burns Clubs (cont’d)
In the magnificent Burns Museum ‘Wellwood’ the story of
Burns’ time in Irvine is depicted in an excellent audio-visual
presentation focussing on the beautiful murals painted by Ted
and Elizabeth Odling. If you get the chance do go and visit the
Irvine Burns Club; it is well worth a look.
One of their greatest treasures is the collection of over 300
letters from famous personalities around the world who have
accepted an invitation to become honorary members of one of
the great Burns Clubs, formed in 1826, and the longest
continuously operating club in the world. More information on
the letter collection can be found on the website at:
www.irvineayrshire.org/burns/honorary.htm
At the Conference the Irvine Lasses Burns Club organised an exhibition
in the hotel foyer and led Harbourside Heritage Walks. They also
enjoyed the events which were organised during the Conference
weekend, met up with some old friends and made some new ones. It was
an especially significant event for Alison Hemmings, Past President of
Burns Club of London, because she grew up in the Burns Museum in
‘Wellwood’ where her parents were the live-in caretakers. Photo shows
her
(on left) meeting up with Irvine Lasses Burns Club Secretary
Margaret Cook. At the Quiz evening, one of the Lasses' Teams - The
Badges - won bottles of Burns Ale. The final event of the Conference was
wreath laying at the Burns Statue on Irvine Moor on the Sunday when
President Annie Small laid a wreath on behalf of the Lasses Burns Club.

The Whistle Recitation Competition
On the 18th October 2014 Thornhill & District
Burns Club held their annual 'Whistle'
competition at Ellisland Farm. The competition is
to find the best recitation of the ballad 'The
Whistle' by Robert Burns who was at Friars
Carse 225 years ago to witness the drinking
contest between three landed gentlemen who
competed as to who could drink the most claret
and still be able to blow a small ebony whistle,
which would be kept as a trophy. It is believed
that the winner reputedly drank upwards of
eight bottles of claret! Robert Burns then walked
home to Ellisland and composed the ballad. The
President Ronnie Cairns, introduced the five
competitors who started with a warm up poem of
their own choice. They were all of a very high
standard and the judges had a difficult task in
deciding a winner. The trophy, a copy of the
original whistle, went to Neil Mcgillivray for his excellent presentation. He was given a special bottle of
whisky and will hold the trophy until the competition next year. Afterwards there was a buffet and time for a
chat between old friends and new. So concluded another excellent event given by the Thornhill Burns Club.
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The Whistle (cont’d)
Judges: Jimmy Law, Colin Gibson, & Avril Kerr
(back row left to right).
Contestants Les Byres (far left middle), Willie
Waugh, Jamie Donnelly, Alister Sim (back row
last three on right).
Doreen Moran Club Secretary, winner Neil
Mcgillivray and Ronnie Cairns Club President
(front row).
The opening event of the Thornhill & District
Burns Club was a lecture on 'The Whistle' given
by Ian Millar and Sophia Harkness, members of
the club. The lecture was well received and
there followed time for questions and answers
as well as tea and coffee.
The meetings of the Thornhill and District Burns Club are held in the Friendship Hall, Thornhill and entrance
is free. Anyone wishing to come along can contact the club secretary, Doreen Moran on 01848 331519 or
email d_Moran@btinternet.com

Book Launch at the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum
There is an open invitation to a book launch at the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum (RBBM) on Monday 24th
November 3-5pm. It’s for a graphic novel about Burns as a young man and his (largely fictionalised!)
scrapes with the supernatural. RBBM Learning Manager, Chris Waddell, writes, “This is a really nice piece
of work; it contains elements of Scots language and is beautifully illustrated by Tiernan Trevallion, and
written by Gordon Rennie and Emma Beeby. I’m quite supportive of comics as a medium for teaching and
hopefully this will help take Burns (albeit, in a rather fanciful way) to a new and younger audience.”

Edinburgh’s Historic Buildings Open Days
On Saturday and Sunday 27 & 28th September 2014 I was present at the Burns
Monument as part of Edinburgh’s Historic buildings open days. On Saturday morning I
started off the Entertainment at 11am with Burns poems, and was later joined with the
Ragged Glory Band at 2pm. We continued singing and reciting Burns works over the
rest of the afternoon closing at 4pm.
On Sunday morning I was joined with Stewart Davie on guitar who brought Jim Wilson
with his accordion for music and songs. I interspaced with poems. The afternoon
entertainment was swelled when Ragged Glory and Margaret Anderson joined me to
provide more poetry and song.
Ralph Balfour our treasurer came and gave the history of the Burns Monument. The day
ended at 4.00pm which was another success, with many visitors.
The open days were even more of a success with 911 visitors over the two days. Paul McAuley Conservation
Officer for the City of Edinburgh Council was delighted with the success of the Monument’s two open days.
[Submitted by Gordon Jamieson. Secretary EDBCA]
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Tam O’ Shanter Recitation Competition
The 26th reciting competition of Burns’ famous
poem, organised by Dumfries Ladies Burns
Club No 1, was held in the Globe Inn on the
evening of Tue 16th Sep.
Six “Tams” strutted their stuff before a large
and enthusiastic audience which was
welcomed by club president Jean MacmillanForster.
After a closely run contest, Bill Henry from the
Burns Club of London was declared the winner
and presented with the trophy by David Miller,
President of the Southern Scottish Counties
Burns Association. Runners up were (2) Ronnie
Cairns, Dumfries and (3) Andy Harrower of
Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada.

The judges, who admitted to a difficult task, were Jim
Thomson, President of the Robert Burns World Federation,
Dr. Maureen Milton and last year’s winner, John Sleith.
They congratulated all the competitors on a very high
standard of diction, knowledge of the poem and dramatic
emphasis.
Half time entertainment was provided by Ian McIntyre and
Les Byers with songs, comic and sentimental, and a buffet
snack was supplied by Jane Brown of the Globe Inn.
The competitors, judges, entertainers and the Globe Inn
were thanked by President Jean Macmillan-Forster and a
raucous rendition of “Auld Lang Syne” brought the
evening to a close.

World Premiere –‘Robert Burns the Musical’
The work of Scottish poet Robert Burns will be brought to
life in a new show created by Hollywood producer David
Gest. The reality TV star has teamed up with Rock Academy
Performing Arts in Lossiemouth to produce the show
entitled One Fond Kiss.
Based on the life and times of Burns, performed by a 32strong Scottish cast and taking inspiration from music Michael Jackson actually wrote to the
bard’s lyrics in 1993, the show is clearly dear to David’s heart. When it comes to Robert
Burns, David knows his stuff. Such is his knowledge of – and passion for – his poems,
David’s now finally nearing the end of a 20-year journey to bring a theatrical production
about the poet’s life to the stage. It’s a journey he set out on with his childhood best friend, Michael Jackson, but
sadly one he will have to finish alone.
Michael Jackson. David Gest. Robert Burns. It’s an odd trinity, you’ll agree, but then in the world of Hollywood,
where reality is no hindrance to ambition, this is surely the bonkers stuff dreams are made of.
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“Michael and I as kids used to go around antique bookstores and buy everything we could on Burns. Every
edition we could. We were fascinated by the words of his poetry – it was so enticing to read these brilliant lyrics
and we felt that they had to be songs.”
In 1992 Michael gifted the use of his studio and considerable talent to put the poetry of Burns to contemporary
music. Gest recently rediscovered the original recordings of 12 songs adapted from Burns’ poems, which had
been produced at close friend Michael Jackson’s home studio in California in 1993. He said: “Robert Burns was a
genius – an ordinary man, but a genius, the people’s poet. This has been a lifelong dream to see a play about
Burns’ life finally come to fruition.”
Now Tish Tindall and Diane Aspinall,
from the Rock Academy in
Lossiemouth, have teamed up with
the star to finally bring the show to
the stage. Ms Tindall (left), who
plays the show’s narrator, said: “This
is such an extraordinary production
– simple yet so very effective. The
show is being planned for early next
year and we will be holding
auditions within the next couple of weeks, to find dancers and singers.”
And as if regular trips to Lossiemouth weren’t enough for David, he will actually join the cast on stage come
January 25. That’s right, David Gest, best friend of Michael Jackson and Whitney Houston, former husband of Liza
Minnelli, and eccentric TV personality will portray Burns’ most famous invention – Tam o’Shanter. “Yes it’s true,
and I’ll be addressing the haggis,” he said, a cheeky glint forming briefly on his otherwise deadpan face.
This will launch in the Tivoli Theatre, Aberdeen, at 8 pm on Sunday 25th January 2015. For Tickets call 01343
813111 or email diane@rockacademy.co

Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club - Stamp Call and Bothy Night
Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club is an active member of Age Scotland, an important
Scottish charity with the theme: Love Later Life. Age Scotland is keen to recycle your
stamps to raise vital funds for the organisation. What do you need to do to help? You
can gather any stamps recently collected from your post by cutting or tearing off the
envelopes. They are looking to collect everyday 1st and 2nd class and both British and
foreign are very acceptable.
There should be no more than 1cm of envelope left around each stamp and ensure
that you don’t trim too close so that the perforations remain undamaged. Recycled
stamps can be handed to any member of Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club or to secretary, Donald L Reid, 7
Manuel Avenue, Beith KA15 1BJ Tel: 01505-503801 or e: donaldleesreid@hotmail.com or Assistant
Secretary, Warnock Longridge, 3 Grahamfield Place, Beith KA15 1AY e: warnocklongridge@gmail.com .
Your assistance is greatly appreciated.
The Club is holding a Bothy Night on Monday 8th December at 7.30 pm in Beith Masonic Hall and there is an
open invitation for you and your club members to come along and enjoy an evening with the ever-so-jolly
beggars of Barrmill fame in deepest darkest Beith. The main entertainers will be the world-famous
Garthland Cronies from Lochwinnoch who are superb in song, poem, tall tales and they are allegedly
working on their new dance routine, The Floral Dance in suitable costume! It would be helpful to have a
note of those intending to come along to assist with catering arrangements. There is no charge, but there
will also be a raffle on the night with super-duper top class prizes to be won!
Contacts are as in the above article on the Age Scotland stamps collection.
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Birnie Rhind Statue
Many readers will be familiar with the Burns statue at Montrose pictured left.
It is the work of a renowned Scottish sculptor, William Birnie Rhind RSA.
How shocking then it was to discover another statue of Scotland’s national
bard by the same sculptor has been found abandoned in a deteriorating
wooden crate in the basement of a council building. The marble statue of
Robert Burns was found in a council building in Hamilton, with the storage
crate having been attacked by vermin. Burns enthusiasts are trying to raise
funds to restore the statue so it can go back on display.
The statue was gifted to the council after Sir John Watson - a coal baron of
Earnock Estate Hamilton - left it as part of an inheritance to one of his
children.
The statue graced the inside of a council building until some work being
undertaken commenced and it was packed away in a crate and forgotten
about. When it was rediscovered following intensive enquiries from Burns
supporters, the council had no money to refurbish it - but did eventually
offer to match whatever the local Burns Associations and Clubs could raise.
It will cost nearly £10,000 to restore and refurbish.
The Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs has already raised over £3k was raised
via a raffle and a fantastic concert featuring local talent.
Gordon Ashley (right), an expert on Burns statues, alerted the Burns supporters to the
fact that the statue was in a precarious condition. Although the marble statue itself was
not badly damaged, the way in which it was being cared for was not acceptable.

Dirt and Deliverance
Paul and Alexandra Morris of Alloway would like to know more of the
history of the 355 kg cast iron statue of Robert Burns which they now
have standing in their front hall. It was rescued from a compost heap
in Durban, South Africa.
The statue stands on a round plinth
bearing the words “A man’s a man for
a’ that” and it may well be it was
buried during the apartheid years
because of the political feelings of the
time!
They do know that it was cast in the
McFarlane Saracen Foundry in
Glasgow about 1907 and designed by
David Watson Stevenson, but after a
plea from Gordon Ashley of Australia
they traced it to Durban and rusty and
pock-marked though it was they
bought it from the owner Patrick Maile whose grandfather had unearthed it
in 1950. The Morris couple had it shipped back here before having had it
restored to its present pristine condition. What they, and we, would like to know is how and why it got to
Durban and what happened to it between then and 1950 when it was “discovered”?
Photograph shows Heritage Convener, John Skilling offering a glass to ‘Rabbie’.
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New Tunes for Burns’ Songs
Ian Rae of the Alexandria Burns club has been involved for some
time in a project aims to bring some of Burns’ lesser known love
songs to a wider audience, by creating new tunes. More information
is available on the Alexandria Burns Web Site
http://www.robertburns.org.uk/contributions/lovesongs.htm or
through a direct link to his own web site, which contains a 3 minute
promotional video of the songs and can be found at
http://www.RobertBurnsSongs.co.uk

Want to Learn More About Robert Burns?
The Learning Team at the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum (RBBM) works throughout the year to deliver a
varied and engaging programme of school workshops, family events, community projects and drop-in craft
activities. The busiest time for school visits runs from January to March, as many teachers like to bring their
class as close to Burns Night as possible. Our programmes include dressing nursery pupils up as wee
tim’rous beasties and teaching them the story of To a Mouse; writing poetry with P5-7 groups using the
same inspirations and techniques as Burns did; and using costumes and drama to bring Burns Cottage to
life. We also design bespoke workshops on request.
Alongside our schools’ programme, RBBM works with partner
organisations to deliver inspiring community engagement
projects. Our most recent project, Independent Mind, was a
two year programme funded by Creative Scotland designed
to encourage traditionally hard-to-reach or socially
marginalised groups in the community to engage with the
collections of the museum and the work of Burns himself. We
worked with groups such as Turning Point Scotland, Women’s
Aid and Rozelle Nursing Home to produce plays, poetry
anthologies and visual artworks based around the theme of
independence. This project aimed to challenge stereotypes
and break down access barriers to museum collections.
We also contribute to RBBM’s varied event programme throughout the year (although it cannot be said that
this is a solo effort – all departments across the museum are involved), including the Alloway 1759
celebrations on or around Burns Night, a Family Fun Day held on the Sunday closest to Burns’ death date,
and a Cadbury’s Easter Egg Hunt following the theme of classic Scottish children’s books. Most recently, we
have pioneered an evening event, recreating the period when Burns Cottage was run as a pub during the
nineteenth century, with real ales, traditional music and a pub quiz!
All details about the work of the education department can be found on our website
http://www.burnsmuseum.org.uk/, and we are always here along with all RBBM staff to welcome visitors
through our doors. We hope to see you along soon!

Medicine Hat Burns Club – “Jolly Beggars Banquet” September 2014
Canadian Director Ronnie O’Byrne reports that on Saturday the
27th September the members of the Medicine Hat Burns Club
hosted their sixth “Jolly Beggars Banquet” at the Cypress Club in
Medicine Hat, Alberta.
It was a splendid affair with some sparkling entertainment,
recitations and presentations by members and guests - all ably
kept to order by Club President Mike Duffy and MC for the
evening Ken Montgomery.

Newsletter Page 10 of 12
There were several highlights throughout the programme - the fantastic singing of some Burns classics by
Jennifer Brown - the Piping of Malcolm Sissons - the recitations and speeches provided by Bill Cocks, Andy
Harrower, Ken Montgomery and that of the principle guest - RBWF Canadian Director – Ronnie O’Byrne,
were very well received and conducted.
The Medicine Hat Burns Club has turned this evening into one of the main events in the Medicine Hat
calendar - and after dinner – (kept in order by “Poosie Nancy” herself - Jennifer Harrower) - the recitations
continued in the Whisky Bar into the wee sma’ ‘ours.
The Mayor of the town (Ted Clugston) who is obviously a literary man in his own right and proud of the
towns connection to Rudyard Kipling’s quote “all hell for a basement”- came prepared to provide a
recitation of Kipling’s “If” for the company - which was also very well received.
Another point worthy of note was the room setting for the banquet. The BATUS (British Army Training Unit
Suffield) part of the Canadian Forces Base Suffield has presented the club with a fantastic carved table. The
table has been produced in sections and has the ability to extend and seat all 37 guests at the Jolly Beggars
Banquet – it is a work of art – of the highest quality and workmanship - and lavishly produced with hand
carved quotes from Burns - it is certainly something unique that will be cherished by the club and guests for
many years to come. More photographs can be seen on the RBWF website www.rbwf.org.uk

‘Chiefton o’ the Puddin’ Race’ Reciters
On Friday 10th October the Fauldhouse &
Crofthead Burns Club held their first
Annual Competition dedicated to the
Address to the Haggis. President John
Campbell was delighted to welcome a total
of eight competitors who, after registration,
were invited to address The "Beastie", with
each competitor delivering their own
interpretation of this worldwide famous
Poem.
After a short recess the audience were
invited to fill in their voting forms which in
turn were presented to the main
Adjudicator for the evening " the well kent
Burnsian Murdo Morrison" who after much
deliberation was pleased to announce Wull
Kirk as the overall winner. He had been
impressed by the competitors and their interpretations, which had been delivered in a highly entertaining
and sometimes very humourous manner and he concluded by voting the evening to be a complete success.
Photograph Back Row (from left to right) Murdo Morrison, Alex Stein, Graham Hamilton, Bobby Kane, Adam
Welsh. Front Row Ian McGregor, President John Campbell, Wull Kirk and Karen McPhail

St Petersburg Forum
On Thursday 6th November in the Friendship Hall,
Thornhill, the Thornhill & District Burns Club were
pleased to welcome two young students from
St.Petersburg who were introduced by Helen Morrison,
a member of the Robert Burns World Federation.
Anastasia Salukhova recited her winning essay on
Robert Burns from his birth in 1759 in Alloway to his
death in Dumfries in 1796. Elizaveta Tyotkina delivered
her power point lecture of Burns Poet and Farmer.
Together they sang some Russian songs and recited
some of Burns' poems.
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The President Ronnie Cairns presented each of them with a certificate of appreciation and also one to take
back to School 61 in St. Petersburg which had celebrated its 40th anniversary on the 1st November. Helen
Morrison then spoke on 'Burns the Freemason' and the evening concluded with light refreshments and a
chance for members to have a chat with the girls. From left to right in the photo are Anastasia, President
Ronnie Cairns, Elizaveta, Club Secretary Doreen Moran and Helen Morrison. The club will next celebrate
St. Andrew’s night on the 29th November at the Thornhill Community Centre. Anyone wanting tickets
should contact the club secretary Doreen Moran on 01848 331519.

The Big Burns Supper 2015 Dumfries
The Big Burns Supper 2015 will be a riot of entertainment wrapped round the
Bard’s birthday. Graham Main, Festival Director, said: “We are taking Big Burns
Supper to a whole new level in 2015 with nine days of entertainment – 100 shows
and around 50 venues – plus a huge Burns Night Carnival through the streets of
Dumfries. As ever our programme reflects the spirit of Rabbie Burns and his zest
for life and for arts and entertainments of just about every kind.”
The event is part of Scotland’s Winter Festivals (a programme of events managed
by EventScotland on behalf of the Scottish Government) and will welcome
fabulous music from bands such as Hue & Cry, The Vaselines, The Undertones
and Skerryvore plus comedy from Craig Hill.
The distinctive Scottish flavour of BBS will be complimented by a
strong international line up. Once again the Spiegeltent – a fabulous
mirrored tent – will be one of the main venues. The BBS is designed
to offer audiences a mix of highly regarded and well-known
performers with emerging artists and shows created by the Dumfries
and Galloway community. It also has proven appeal to audiences of
all tastes and ages – attracting visitors from across Scotland and
increasingly from elsewhere in the UK and overseas.
Find out all the details of the Festival by clicking here BIG BURNS SUPPER 2015

Singing Burns! One day course
Award-winning Scottish singer Wendy Carle Taylor is offering a one-day course on
singing Burns’ songs on Friday 28th November. She is inviting participants to,
“celebrate the anniversary of Andrew, Scotland's patron saint, by singing worldrenowned songs of Burns, our national bard. Explore the melody and lyrics of songs
collected or written by Burns ranging from love ballads and humorous songs to stirring
political anthems.” Full details of the venue, timings and fees can be found at:
Tickets here
A keen Federation member, Wendy owes her existence to a miracle of the battlefield.
Her grandfather, Jacob Carle, served in WW1 and, in an amazing twist of fate, he was
saved by a German soldier. In a year which marks the centenary of the outbreak of
World War 1 and in a year in which war continues to rage ferociously in various parts of the globe Wendy
explores the interplay between war and peace, the challenging of moral absolutes and stereotypes, and the
celebration of love, our common humanity and our common wealth in a concert entitled Brothers and Sisters
in Arms - Songs of War and of Peace - moving and uplifting interpretations of contemporary and traditional
Scots, Irish, English, French, German, American songs and much more.
[These sentiments chime very poignantly with the quote from Burns’ Nature’s Law on the front page. Ed]
She is accompanied by excellent musician friends Sandy Butler (guitar/banjo) and Graham McDonald
(piano) and the event takes place at Adam House, Chambers Street, Edinburgh EH1 1HR on 22 November
2014 7.30pm - 8.45pm For full details of the event see Tickets here..
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The Burns Club of Atlanta
The Burns Club of Atlanta is hosting a flock of four-legged workers at its historic replica of the Robert Burns
birthplace, and they are clearing the Club’s urban forest of undesirable vegetation.
The Club’s Cottage sits on a 2.2 acre site, most of which is
heavily wooded with a typical Southern Piedmont forest,
consisting of oak, hickory, gum, poplar, and magnolia, with
many trees exceeding two feet in diameter. Over time,
invasive species such as English ivy, Chinese privet, wisteria,
kudzu, and others have established a dense ground layer of
vegetation.
The Club consulted Trees Atlanta, a non-profit organization
which
works
to
promote good forestry
practices in Atlanta’s
green spaces and its urban forests, including controlling invasive
plants.
Trees
Atlanta
partners
with
Shady
Brook
Farm,
(http://shadybrooksheep.wordpress.com/), whose sheep are a
natural, low carbon footprint, herbicide free, ecologically sound
alternative to other methods of removing the unwanted plants,
while doing minimal damage to native deciduous species. A flock
of some 30 sheep have been installed in the Burns Club forest. The
sheep will require about two weeks to complete their work.

Our auld guidman delights to view
His sheep and kye thrive bonie, O.
Burns, My Nanie O

Alloway 1759 is a unique commemoration of the birthplace and life of Robert Burns
taking place in South Ayrshire from Wed 21 – Sun 25 January 2015.
Every year, this festival celebrates the Bard in and around Burns Cottage and
the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum in Alloway with a different programme of
events. Check out www.alloway1759.com for the 2015 programme which
includes:
Burns Big Birthday Bash at Burns Cottage!
FREE entry from 12-5pm on Sunday 25 January to Burns Big Birthday Bash
with various performances and attractions including The Alloway 1759 World
Haggis Hurling Championship and much more!
The Robert Burns Humanitarian Concert
A contemporary music celebratory tribute to the works of Robert Burns.
As Others See Us – The Story of Robert Burns
The story of Burns life through his long suffering wife Jean Armour.
Plus – Burns Ceilidh, The Great Charity Haggis Pass and lots more!
As part of the weekend, the winner of the prestigious Robert Burns
Humanitarian Award will be announced at the annual ceremony. The Robert
Burns Humanitarian Award, supported by South Ayrshire Council, is part of
Scotland’s Winter Festivals – a programme of events funded by the Scottish Government and
managed by EventScotland.
Alloway 1759 is the first of two special Burns Festivals that take place in South Ayrshire with Burns an' a' that!
Festival set to follow in May.
Burns, our national Bard, is one of Scotland’s favourite icons encapsulating the very essence that makes
Scots Scottish. More information about how to celebrate Burns’ Day and the life of the Bard himself can be
found at www.scotland.org/burns.

