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Many people are under the impression that interest in Robert Burns is limited to the Burns Supper season
in January. However, as this edition of the Newsletter amply demonstrates, there are a host of activities
related to the Bard taking place all year round both at home and abroad. For example, Canada Day on 1st
July prompts events to highlight the contribution made by Scots emigrants to their cultural heritage. In an
exciting new addition to the celebrations of Burns, the town of Camperdown features with their spectacular
3-day Burns Festival to acknowledge the existence of the oldest statue of Burns in their midst. Many Burns
clubs have their summer outings to places of interest while others celebrate special anniversaries. I never
cease to be amazed by the breadth of interest which our remarkable Poet manages to generate.
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The Holy Fair
Upon a simmer Sunday morn,
When Nature’s face is fair,
I walkèd forth to view the corn,
An’ snuff the caller air.
The rising sun, owre Galston Muirs,
Wi’ glorious light was glintin;
The hares were hirplin down the furs,
The lav’rocks they were chantin
Fu’ sweet that day
by Robert Burns

The Stars O’ Robbie Burns
A stunning and visually spectacular musical play exploring the lively and humorous, yet sensitive and
fragile life of Caledonia’s Bard. The cast of extraordinary
musicians and actors from The Robert Burns World
Federation Festival and The Enlightened Burns project
will inspire and captivate audiences with their
phenomenal talent. The concerts are based on Burns
Supper by Andrew Dallmeyer and set in fascinating,
historical venues. Ticket from Aberdeen Box Office Tel
01224 641122 www.boxofficeaberdeen.com
25th July at 7.30pm in Aberdeen Town House, Union St.
26th July at 7.30pm in The Masonic Temple, Crown Street,
Aberdeen.
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Lament for the Bard
Pipe Major Kerr Cowan MBE has been Club Piper to the
Balerno Burns Club for 35 years. Following the death of
our Club Member Willie Shanks after 63 years of
membership, 29 years our Club Bard, Kerr wrote a tune
in Willie's memory called "The Bard's Lament".
Kerr stated at the time that he was influenced in writing
the tune by the feeling he had that the usual laments
played at the close of the Immortal Memory, or at other
Burnsian occasions, had no direct link to Burns – tunes
like "Flowers o' the Forrest", "Sleep Dearie Sleep" etc;
all beautiful tunes, but no direct connection to the Bard,
and so the seed was planted for "Lament for the Bard."
For further information see Balerno Burns Club website
www.letitblaw.org and follow links to ‘About the Club’
‘Office Bearers’ and ‘Club Pipers and their music.’

Irvine Burns Clubs Busy
Irvine Lasses Burns Club participated in the annual Armed Forces Day
Church Service in Irvine Old Parish Church. Afterwards President Annie
Small laid a bouquet of red roses at
the War Memorial.
Irvine Burns Club has taken a
leading role in the Harbourside
Project. Seen here unveiling a
plaque are (from left) Hugh
Hutchison, Secretary of Irvine
Burns Club, Cynthia Leitch, Vice
President, and Annie Small, President of Irvine Lasses Burns Club,
and Roger Griffith, President of Irvine Burns Club. For further
information
see
their
respective
websites
http://www.irvineburnsclub.org/index.htm and http://www.irvinelassesburnsclub.org

Robert Burns Association North America (RBANA) Conference 2013
When President Robert Stewart brought greetings from the World Federation
he invested both May & Alex Crawley as Honorary Presidents of the World
Federation in recognition of their stalwart support over many years and their
attendance at countless RBWF annual conferences.
As the Federation’s Director for Canada May has been an invaluable member
of the Board and always taken an active and constructive part in the Board’s
deliberations.

The Immortal Memory was delivered
with great insight and passion by Leslie
Strachan (left), the American Director
on the Federation Board. A copy of his fine address can be found on
the RBANA website (www.rbana.com) together with all the details of
a memorable conference held at the Four Points Sheraton Hotel
overlooking Horseshoe Falls at Niagara.
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Jean Armour Houses
A Trust fund named The Jean Armour Burns Trust has
replaced the Jean Armour Burns Houses Ltd. The
Directors, who are now Trustees of the new Trust, are
very excited at the prospect of launching a new charity
to support and promote the teaching of Burns’s works in
the Greater Glasgow area and beyond. If talented
youngsters in song, verse or instrumental music are
looking for sponsorship the Trust may be able to help
them advance and achieve recognition. Clubs within the
Glasgow and District can approach the Association with
proposals for projects which require funding. Burns
Clubs and other benefactors can still contribute funds to
benefit the tenants and any donations made specifically
for the Jean Armour Burns Houses will be clearly seen to be spent on projects for the tenants in the houses.
Any donation should have a cheque made out in favour of The Jean Armour Burns Trust, with a covering letter
to make it clear that the money is for the above Houses. Donations should be sent to; Mr. J. M. B Slater, 28
Beech Avenue, Newton Mearns, Glasgow G77 5PP. Clubs and members are still welcome to visit the
Houses. Further information on the new Trust can be found at http://www.jeanarmourburnstrust.co.uk

Covington Mains Ceremony
Sunday 7th of July saw the Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs annual Wreath Laying Ceremony at
Covington Mains. The Cairn at Covington commemorates the visit of our Bard to the local farming
community on his way to Edinburgh. Whilst Burns journey took place in November 1786, the
commemoration is held in July which is the anniversary
of the erection of the cairn by Lanarkshire Association
of Burns Clubs.
This year the wreath laying was very well attended with
President Bob Stewart (far right) delivering the Eulogy
to our Bard. With a warm welcome from Patricia Leslie,
President of LABC (second right), and members of
Lanarkshire Burns Clubs the gathering was excellent.
Afternoon tea was held at Shieldhall Castle Hotel and
we were entertained by winners in the LABC schools
competition, Amy Forrester from Newharthill Primary
School and James Nelson from Craigbank Primary
School Larkhall, as well as a couple of RBWF members.
At the end of the day Andy Murray won at Wimbledon. The perfect end to a great day.

The Library of Innerpeffray
The photograph (courtesy of Craig Reekie Photography) shows Mrs Janet Burns
Saint Germain reading an item from one of the over 200 Scottish First Editions she
had just presented to the Library of Innerpeffray, Crieff. Founded in 1680 by
David Drummond Third Lord Madertie, the Library was the first free public
lending library in Scotland. Housed in a purpose-built Georgian building in 1762,
the library contains some 5000 rare and unusual European books. Most
importantly, the collection contains an exceptional assembly of the works of
Robert Burns including a manuscript of the song Wilt thou be my Dearie.

Visitors are welcome and details can be found at http://www.innerpeffraylibrary.co.uk
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Cumbernauld Burns Club Outing
During a visit to Dumfries and surrounds, the Cumbernauld
Burns Club planted an apple tree in the garden at Ellisland
Farm, the former home of Robert Burns. Having planted
the tree, President Findlay Bruce addresses Jane Brown,
President of the Southern Scottish Counties Burns
Association and Hector Davidson, President of the Burns
Club of London who happened to be visiting.
The group also fitted in a
visit to Burns House in
Dumfries and round off the
day with a wee libation in
the Globe Inn. They were
very grateful for the
hospitality extended by the members of the Howff Club which enhanced
their trip enormously.

Canada Day
Looking for a way to celebrate Canada's national birthday on
1st July and promote Burns and Scottish culture, the Medicine
Hat Burns Club, Alberta, Canada decided to erect a ‘Haggis in
a Bap’ booth. With around 10,000 people attending this event
in Medicine Hat's Kin Coulee park the club did a roaring trade.
Perhaps this was due to the clever ploy of marketing the Great
Chieftain’s ingredients as Scotland’s answer to Viagra. Other
incentives to purchase a bap included a sign which read, ‘Buy
one haggis on a bap and the piper will play. Buy two and he
will stop'.
HP sauce was provided for those who wanted a little zing, and
a suggestion for next year was to get some Guinness brown
sauce from the Scottish Shop in Calgary. [This would be
particularly apposite as Guinness was also ‘born’ in 1759. Ed]

Dundonald Burns Club 50th Anniversary
Following a successful series of speaker nights, a cheese
and wine casino night and a concert evening, Dundonald
Burns club wondered how it could end its special 50th
anniversary year on a high note. Thanks to the generosity
and warm hospitality of John and Sandra Liquorish
(centre), 30 Club Members had the rare privilege of an
evening as guests at Fairlie House in Dundonald. Known
locally as Fairlie Five Lums because of its prominent
chimney stacks, this beautiful mansion in extensive
grounds is being lovingly restored to its Georgian
splendour.
Why choose to visit Fairlie House? Some may ask. Well this
important local estate was where Robert Burns’ father
William Burness found employment as a gardener for two
years, before relocating his family to Alloway. Whilst there
is no proof as yet, it is not too difficult to surmise that the
young Robert spent time on the estate.
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Dundonald Burns Club (cont’d)
At Fairlie they were given an extensive tour of both the house and grounds, and a short presentation by
Sandra, whose researches have unearthed many new facts concerning the history of the house and its
owners, which will require the re-writing of several learned history books.
Billy McReadie (Greenock B.C.) piped the company into the
flower-bedecked house for a welcoming champagne reception
and a formal dinner. They were then royally entertained with a
Burns’ selection from Baritone Colin Hunter McQueen (Kilbirnie
B.C. among others) and Dundonald’s own Tenor Willie Stewart,
ably rounded off by a powerful rendition of The Ronalds of the
Bennals from Jim Thomson (Kilbirnie B.C.)
The evening culminated in style with a Whisky Library when our
hosts offered a truly stunning selection of malts to complement
an all-Scottish Cheeseboard.
This was an outstanding success for President Andy Morton and a 50th year which members will never
forget.
Oh! I almost forgot to mention the Dundonald BC 50th Anniversary Malt, but this sold with such astonishing
speed, that it’s doubtful you’ll ever get to taste it.
[Submitted by Hon Sec Peter Clark]

A New President for Chesterfield Caledonians
Mrs Jen Macartney was elected President for the Chesterfield and District Caledonian Association at the
AGM on Tuesday 21st May. Jen over the last two years was Senior Vice President and also the Treasurer.
Jen grew up in Manchester before moving to Dunedin
New Zealand in 1974. She came back to Chesterfield in
2002 and met Mark and they married in 2004. Since
returning to Chesterfield Jen has been working at
Avondale Surgery as a Medical Secretary. She enjoys
the theatre and arts and playing bridge. Jen is looking
forward to a challenging two years ahead and hopes the
future of the Association will continue to prosper.

Robert Burns Guild of Speakers
The Robert Burns Guild of Speakers held their first ‘Summer Seminar’ at
Ralston Golf Club arranged by John Haining a Past Captain of the Club.
Dean of the Guild, Len Murray, chaired the proceedings and also led
one of the discussion groups while Vice Deans John Haining and Mike
Duguid also led a group each. The Guild has a membership
representing many different interests and occupations and areas of
expertise in Burns and specifically a knowledge of delivering an
Immortal Memory, Toast to the Lasses and also knowledge of chairing
meetings and events. The discussions ranged over many topics and
learning from each other was a key to the success of the day.
Earlier this year the Guild, which is a Federated Club of the Robert Burns World Federation, provided
Speakers to Burns Suppers large and small and to eight locations including New York.
The Guild and further information can be obtained from the Clerk-murdomorrison13@blueyonder.co.uk
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The President’s Gathering
A new addition to the conference agenda and an opportunity to network with fellow Burnsians and show off
your talent is The President’s Gathering. This will be held on Thursday 5th of September in 29 Members
Club, Glasgow.
The evening will start with canapé’s and a drink (beer or wine) followed by a quiz
which will have 6 rounds (if time allows) primarily on Burns although there will be a
“Pot Luck” round too. We will have a snack half way through the evening. The event
will start at 7pm and finish just after 10pm
In between rounds we will have entertainment from the attendees.
We will have teams’ of 5. Feel free to submit a team or we welcome individuals who we will place in a team.
Tickets are prices at £15; if you would like to reserve a place please contact admin@rbwf.org.uk

Conference Venue for 2015
The Federation Conference for 2014 is being organized by the Irvine Burns Club. The venue for the 2018
Conference will be London as it coincides with the 150th anniversary of the formation of the Club.
Suggestions so far for the 2015 conference are Dublin, Belfast and Oban but other offers would be welcome
as would thoughts on any of the three suggested venues.

Burns Monument in Alloway
Further to the article in the last newsletter on the refurbishment of the Burns
Monument in Alloway I was disapponted to receive only one submission
pointing out that the photograph actually showed the Edinburgh Burns
Monument on Carlton Hill. John Skilling, Alloway
Burns Club, apparently the only eagle-eyed reader,
kindly sent in the lovely image of the Alloway
Monument. [Ed]
On Sunday 18th August at 2pm in the Robertson Room
the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum Learning
Manager, Chris Waddell, takes a light hearted look
at local wildlife and the Scots language we use to
describe it.

Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club
Elizabeth Totten retiring Schools Convener of the Allanton Jolly Beggars
Burns Club and her daughter Anne being presented with flowers at a
Prize Giving Concert. Elizabeth is now the new President of the club
having taken over from Helen Morrison on right of picture.
However, Helen will continue to take an active part in the club as well as
maintaining her involvement with the St Petersburg Forum. This charity,
as well as helping support an orphanage in St Petersburg, is intensely
active in promoting the Robert Burns World Federation through schools
competitions. Working with students and staff from Reid Kerr College in
Paisley it sponsors exchanges which enable children from St Petersburg
to learn more about Scotland.
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200 Club
At the Executive Meeting in June it was agreed that we would publish the 200 Club
winners in the Newsletter. The results of the June draw are as follows:
•
•
•

Quarterly Prize of £81.75 to Wakefield Caledonian Society
Monthly 1st Prize of £32.70 to Mr George Letham
Monthly 2nd Prize of £16.35 to Mrs Norma Redfearn

Sales of 200 Club numbers are going well for 2013 – 2014 although we do still have
some for sale.
Please contact admin@rbwf.org.uk if you would like to buy a share.
More information on the 200 Club is available here: http://www.rbwf.org.uk/200club-is-now-open-for-20132013/

Federation Beginnings
The Burns statue in the Embankment Gardens in London is by Sir John
Steele, and is placed on a pedestal of Peterhead and Aberdeen granite.
It was presented to London by Mr. John Gordon Crawford, a retired
Glasgow merchant. It shows Burns, seated on the stump of a tree with a
quill pen in hand. It was unveiled by Lord Rosebery on 26th July 1884;
he described the rain, amidst which he unveiled it, as a very
appropriate Scotch mist.
It was during a stroll in the gardens following the unveiling of the statue
that the idea of a Burns Federation was first suggested. Colin RaeBrown, from the Burns Club of London, and David Mackay and David
Sneddon from Kilmarnock informally hammered out the rudiments of a
constitution. A preliminary meeting was held in February 1885 but the
first formal meeting of The Burns Federation was held on 17th July 1885
in the George Hotel, Kilmarnock, where the Kilmarnock Burns Club had
held its annual meetings since the 1840s. Some seventeen gentlemen
attended. The meeting was chaired by Colin Rae Brown and also
present was Peter Sturrock, Provost of Kilmarnock, who would go on to
become the Federation’s first President. The object of the Federation was, “to strengthen and consolidate
the bond of fellowship presently existing amongst the members of Burns Clubs, by universal affiliation; its
motto being – a man’s a man for a’ that.” Still going strong 128 years later the Federation remains the
world’s pre-eminent organization for promoting the life and works of our National Poet. Further information
on the activities of the Federation can be found on the website www.rbwf.org.uk.

Camperdown Burns Festival
The oldest extant statue of Burns anywhere in the world is located in Camperdown, a
small town 161 miles west of Melbourne, Australia. Created by the eminent sculptor
John Greenshields in Scotland in 1830, Camperdown’s Burns statue is the only one to
have been based exclusively on the earliest known portrait of Burns, painted from
life, by artist Peter Taylor around 1786. Displayed in London in
1859 by William Taylor at the Crystal Palace Exhibition
(celebrating the 100th year of Burns’ birth), the statue was
inherited by his son, William Andrew Taylor, who was an early
settler
of
the
Western
District
of
Victoria.
W.A. Taylor gifted the statue to the community of Camperdown in
1883 and it was erected in the Camperdown Botanic Gardens (right) where it remained
for more than 125 years. The statue was already in need of restoration when in 2009, it
was vandalised resulting in Burns’ dog Luath losing his front legs and Burns losing part
of his hat’s brim.
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Camperdown (cont’d)
following the attack the statue was moved to a secure location by Corangamite
Shire Council and conservators, Cathedral Stone, so that its restoration and
future protection could be assessed. Local residents joined with stakeholders
the world over in calling for the statue to be moved indoors for safe keeping.
Prime mover in the campaign for restoration of the
statue was Victorian MP Gordon Ashley seen here
inspecting the damage.
Fund raising concerts
were organized by Dr John Menzies (with pipes) and in 2012 he, together with
other members of a committee, including Councillor Ruth Gstrein (left) and Gail
Watson (centre) arranged a small festival to
commemorate the restoration and re-housing of the
statue into Corangamite Shire’s redeveloped civic
centre. [Photograph by Rob Gunstone (Warrnambool
Standard)] The statue is a community asset enjoying
ever-increasing awareness and affection.
This awareness has just been reinforced
by a hugely successful 3-day Burns
Festival on 5-7th July 2013 which saw the
town alive with the sights and sounds of
Scotland. Ceilidhs, piping and highland
dancing competitions, a kilter dash,
mini-highland games for the children,
storytelling, a deer stalkers ball, music
workshops and some stunning musical concerts were staged for
the benefit of the hundreds of visitors.
I was privileged to be invited to deliver several speeches relating
to aspects of the life and works of the Poet.
This included a
narration to accompany 15 Burns’ songs sung in the Old Court
House by talented husband and wife duo Don Grieve and Angela
Preiss (left). I was also lucky to witness some
memorable musical events involving talented
musicians such as violinist Anna Wendy
Stevenson (right) and singer Fiona Ross
(below). The weekend
culminated in a Festival
Finale Concert featuring
the Melbourne Scottish
Fiddle Club, the Victoria
Police Pipe Band, the Warrnambool and District Pipes and Drums
plus all the musical groups and solo performers who had featured
during the week. Great credit goes to the staff of Corangamite Shire who have given wholehearted support
to the festival and laid on something really special to commemorate Robert Burns.

