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Federation members have just enjoyed a hugely successful Annual Conference in the Peebles Hydro.   The 

highlight of the weekend was the inauguration of our new President, Ian McIntyre.  A native of 

Kirkcudbright, Ian is a retired NHS Manager. Brian Goldie, Falkirk Burns Club was voted in as the new 

Junior Vice President.  

Emma Harper, MSP, President of the Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No1, is leading a campaign of awareness 

about dyslexia, a condition which affects a significant percentage of the population. In recognition of that 

campaign I should be delighted to have suggestions about how I could make the Newsletter more dyslexia-

friendly.                                                                                                                          Editor 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New President Inaugurated at Federation’s Annual Conference 
 

The Federation’s Annual Conference was held in the Peebles 

Hydro Hotel over the weekend of 8-10th September 2017.  In 

addition to the AGM, two splendid dinners, a seminar, a ceilidh 

and an uplifting church service, the main event was the 

inauguration of the new President of the Federation, Ian McIntyre, 

from Kirkcudbright, pictured left with his wife Moira.  

 

During the handover Ian praised outgoing President, Bobby 

Kane, for his outstanding year of office during which he had 

travelled thousands of miles and worked tirelessly on behalf of 

the Federation. He had confronted challenges head-on and 

helped steer the Federation towards a more sustainable future. 
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Epistle to a Young Friend 

 
 

To catch dame Fortune’s golden smile,  

 Assiduous wait upon her;  

And gather gear by ev’ry wile  

 That’s justified by honour:  

Not for to hide it in a hedge,  

 Nor for a train attendant;   

But for the glorious privilege  

Of being independent 

 

  

by Robert Burns    

 

 

Newsletter Editor -Mike Duguid  (Literature Convenor)   

 

Email mike.duguid@dsl.pipex.com  Tel:  01557 860040 

 

To unsubscribe please email  admin@rbwf.org.uk  
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Annual Conference (cont’d) 

 

At the AGM Brian Goldie, from Falkirk 

Burns Club, was elected as the new Junior 

Vice President, shown with his wife Joyce. 

 

Also being honoured were long serving 

members John and Margaret Skilling.  

Both were recognised by being awarded 

the accolade of Honorary President of the 

Robert Burns World Federation, shown 

receiving their awards from President 

Bobby Kane.  

 

 

A similar honour was 

bestowed on Past 

President Jane Brown 

(left) for her tireless 

work in promoting the 

aims of the 

Federation. As leader 

of the Conference 

team (right) she 

shares a toast with her 

committee colleagues 

from right Ray Connal, 

Joe McGinty, Jean 

Abdulrahim, Jane, Office Manager Margaretann 

Dougall, Eileen Robertson wife of committee 

member Jim Robertson and Jim himself.   

 

Leading the grand march L to R: Moira McIntyre, President Ian McIntyre, Karen Kane and Past President 

Bobby Kane, Jane Brown, SVP Bill Nolan, Joyce Goldie and new JVP Brian Goldie 
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Annual conference (cont’d) 

 

At the seminar on Saturday afternoon Rhona Brown, Senior Lecturer in Scottish 

Literature at the University of Glasgow, presented a wonderful talk on Robert 

Fergusson and his influence on Robert Burns, who described him as the ’elder 

brother in the Muse’ who had ‘strung anew’ his ’wildly-sounding rustic lyre with 

emulating vigour.’  The talk also stimulated the audience into addressing 

several questions to Rhona, all of which were fielded with aplomb.  Rhona 

finished her talk with an update on the work being undertaken by the Centre for 

Robert Burns Studies at the University. 

 
The conference was rounded off on Sunday morning with a wonderful service of worship led by Rev 

Graham Finch, a retired minister now living in Kirkcudbright. One particularly poignant part of the service 

was a blessing for President Ian McIntyre and his wife Moira as they embark on an exciting but challenging 

year. The collection from the service was being donated to the Scottish charity Mary’s Meals.     

 

Covington Mains Wreath Laying 
The Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs 

(LABC) held their Annual Wreath-Laying 

Ceremony at Covington Mains Farm, 

Symington on 2nd July 2017. Although Robert 

Burns visited the farm in November the 

weather can be extremely inclement at that 

time of year.  Therefore the Association chose 

to commemorate the visit in July. 

 

Gathered in the photograph are RBWF 

President and Immediate Past President of 

LABC Bobby Kane. Bobby delivered a most 

competent and moving eulogy before laying 

a wreath. Pictured with Bobby are several 

Presidents who attended the Ceremony. 

From left to right we have Larkhall President 

Lily Budgell, Allanton Jolly Beggars Murdo 

Morrison, the Haggis Club Dick Fowler, 

Fauldhouse and Crofthead Bill Thomas, LABC Kay Blair. South Lanarkshire Council Provost Ian McAllan who 

laid a wreath on behalf of the council. A wreath was also laid by Allanton Jolly Beggars commemorating 

their Diamond Jubilee. School Winners Cameron and Zoe May played the Lament at the conclusion of the  

Ceremony.                                                                                                      [Thanks to Jim Miller for his photograph]  

 

‘The Slave’s Lament’ Visual Presentation 
 

Taking inspiration and title from a 1792 poem by Robert 

Burns, this four-screen video installation is a collaboration 

between Graham Fagen and the composer Sally Beamish, 

the vocalist Ghetto Priest, music producer Adrian 

Sherwood and the musicians of the Scottish Ensemble. The 

Slave’s Lament’ was Roberts Burns’ only work to empathise 

with the enslaved. A beautiful lyric written over two 

hundred years ago, it is a narrative that is still relevant 

today reflected by contemporary events and tragedies.  

Fagen, originally from Irvine, is one of the UK’s foremost 

contemporary artists and represented Scotland at the 56th 

International Art Exhibition, the Venice Biennale.  
Image: Graham Fagen, still from The Slave's Lament, 2015 © Graham Fagen  

When: 3rd August – 28th Sep Where: Irvine Townhouse. (Open 9.30am-4.30pm Mon—Fri)   Free Entry  
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Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association (SSCBA) - Brow Well Service 
 

For the first time in many years, the annual service at Brow Well had to 

be held in nearby Ruthwell Church because of the inclement weather. 

However, this change allowed attendees to view the magnificent 18-

foot high Ruthwell Cross now inside the church and thought to date 

from AD 680.   

 

Burns enthusiasts from all parts of Scotland and beyond were 

welcomed by the President of the Southern Scottish Counties Burns 

Association (SSCBA), Mike Duguid, to the gathering to commemorate 

the visit to the Brow by Robert Burns in July 1796, shortly before his 

death at the age of 37. A special welcome was accorded to HM Lord 

Lieutenant Fiona Armstrong, Oliver Mundell MSP, President of the Robert Burns World Federation, Bobby 

Kane, Professor Alexey Minchenkov, a visiting academic from the University of St. Petersburg, Russia and 

presidents and officials of Burns Clubs from near and far.  

 

A call to worship was led by Rev Gerald Moule, Locum Minister of Cummertrees, Mouswald and Ruthwell 

congregations, before an oration on Robert Burns and his connection with the Brow Well and district by 

RBWF President Bobby Kane. A comprehensive vote of thanks was proposed by Gordon Johnston, Senior 

Vice President of the SSCBA 

 

Following the service, commemorative wreaths were placed at the well by HM Lord Lieutenant Fiona 

Armstrong and Mrs Karen Kane before a lament on the bagpipes from Pipe Major Callum Watson. 

 

Afterwards, a social evening was held at the Cairndale Hotel, Dumfries, emceed by Colin Gibson, President 

of the Burns Howff Club with contributions to the entertainment from many gifted artistes, including 

Professor Minchenkov, with a vote of thanks to all from SSCBA Past President David Miller. 

 

 

Newsletter Page 4 of 12 



  

 

 

 

Edinburgh and District Burns Clubs Association - Burns Celebration Day        

 
On the 15th July 2017 Edinburgh and District Burns Club Association played host 

to a Celebration of the life of Robert Burns and held a Poetry Competition for the 

Tom McIlwraith Trophy, Past President of the World Federation and Past 

President of the Edinburgh and District Burns Club Association. This was to be an 

all-day event starting off at 10.00 am, with Tea and Coffee. At 11.00 Jim Shields 

Chairman of the EDBCA welcomed all to this day of Celebration and thanked 

everyone from the Eight Burns Club Associations, guests and friends for 

attending. Twelve Associations were invited but unfortunately Fife, Renfrew and 

Inverclyde, Highland and Lanarkshire Associations did not attend. Jim 

Weatherston’s band Ragged Glory started the morning entertainment with the 

songs.  

Further songs and poetry were given by Amy 

Spearing, National Primary Singing Champion,  

Lucy McCutcheon, National Secondary Singing 

Champion and Catriona Murdoch who came third 

in the National Secondary Poetry Competition 

provided poetry. Claire Murdoch Catriona’s 

Mother played some wonderful fiddle music. 

Ragged Glory brought the entertainment to an end 

as we stopped for Lunch.  

  

After a light lunch, the company gathered for the 

poetry competition. What a selection of poetry. 

Epistle to a young Friend, Epistle to Davie, Tam 

Samson’s Elegy, Death and Dr. Hornbook and 

Address to the Deil. 

   

Helena Anderson Wright, John Haining past President of the RBWF and Andrew Raeburn, were our judges 

on the day.  When they retired to deliberate, the guests were treated to songs and poems from Jim 

Weatherston and Jim Shields.  

 

The competition was won by John Wilson 

representing Stirling Clackmannanshire 

and West Perthshire Association reciting 

Tam Samson’s Elegy, second was 

Charlie Beaton, representing Grampian 

Association, reciting Tam Samson’s 

Elegy, and third was William Kirk 

representing West Lothian Association, 

reciting Address to the Deil. 

 

Jim Shields, President of the EDBCA, 

invited Enez Anderson wife of George 

Anderson Past President of the RBWF 

and President of the Glasgow 

Association to present the certificates for 

first, second and third. Jim Shields then 

presented John Wilson with the winner’s 

Quaich.  John is well known in Burns circles having represented Stirling Clackmannanshire and West 

Perthshire in many other competitions.  Jim Shields thanked all the artists, competitors and guests for taking 

part and making the day such a great success. The day ended with all joining hands and singing Auld Lang 

Syne.  

[Gordon Jamieson Secretary EDBCA]                        
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Jean Armour Dinner and Commemoration 

T 

 

The memory of Jean Armour, widow of Robert Burns, was celebrated by the Burns Howff Club at a dinner in 

the Globe Inn on 3rd July. Earlier, members, guests, and delegates from other local Burns Clubs gathered 

at the statue to Jean Armour opposite St Michael’s Church and were welcomed by Colin Gibson, President 

of the Burns Howff Club who placed a floral tribute at the statue and led the company to Burns House where 

an oration to Jean Armour was delivered by William Johnston, the club’s Immediate Past President. 

 

The party was piped back to the Globe Inn by club piper Callum Watson and called to order by the 

President. A special welcome was accorded to Professor Ian Hardin, a distinguished academic from Athens, 

Georgia, USA and President of the Athens Burns Club. After dinner a toast to “Jean Armour” was proposed 

by Emma Harper MSP, also President of the Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No. 1, who examined the life of this 

remarkable woman, a Mauchline mason’s daughter who married at twenty–two and was widowed by thirty.  

She bore Robert nine children, the last on the day of her husband’s funeral, her widowhood extending to 

thirty four years until her death in 1834.   

 

Dr. Ruth Thomson, a retired paediatrician and Vice-President of the Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No. 1, 

delivered the toast to “The other women in Burns’ life” and covered a wide canvas from Mary Campbell 

(Highland Mary) to Agnes McLehose of Edinburgh, Burns’ ‘Clarinda’ in their correspondence.  

 

Contributing to the entertainment programme were John Caskie and Avril Kerr, with musical selections 

from Lee McQueen on accordion and Kirsty Hunter playing the club’s ‘Millennium Fiddle.’ The young duo 

‘Tagan,’ Ewan McCrory and Isla Cooper, delighted the company with songs to their own accompaniment.  

To mark the retirement of Jane Brown as Manager of the Globe Inn Past President John Clark and President 

Colin Gibson performed a ditty entitled “Don’t walk oot the door,” composed by John and sung to the tune 

“Wild Rover” at which the company enthusiastically joined in the chorus.  Jane was presented with a framed 

copy and other gifts from the club.  

 

The President of the Robert Burns World Federation, Bobby Kane, brought the organisation’s greetings and 

thanked the Howff Club for its support over many years. A comprehensive Vote of Thanks, delivered by 

Senior Vice President Bill Graham, brought a memorable evening to a close.  
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Magical Evening at Ellisland Farm 
Having announced a forthcoming concert at Ellisland 

Farm in the July newsletter I had the privilege and 

pleasure of listening to tenor David Douglas and 

harpist Ester Swift perform their superb rendition of 

songs, not only from their debut album "The 

Sweetest Hours” but also a variety of other songs, all 

beautifully performed.     

 

As a supporting act young local singer, Ailsa Black, 

also sang superbly while accompanying herself on 

guitar.  It was a very special evening arranged by 

Curator Stuart Cochran and the Friends of Ellisland 

Farm.  

 

 

Ellisland Needs You 
 

We are looking for volunteers to help take visitors round the iconic Robert Burns' Farm. No 

Burns Knowledge Necessary. lf you have a morning or afternoon free and enjoy talking to 

people, then we would like to hear from you. Training will be provided as well as good fun and 

good company. 

 

Why not join The Friends at Ellisland as well. It's only £10.0 per year for family membership and enjoy 

Concerts, barbeques, Burns Suppers, social events and more. Contact: Stuart Cochrane on 01387 740426 or 

by e-mail friends@ellislandfarm.co.uk 

 

‘The Whistle’ Recitation Competition  
On Sunday 6th Aug, at Ellisland Farm, the Thornhill & District Burns 

club held the competition for reciting Burns’ ballad 'The Whistle'. 

President Bill Leggeat introduced the judges, Sophia Harkness, 

Mike Duguid and previous winner, Neil Macgillivary. 

 

Competitors Les Byers, Susan Chown and Andrew Raeburn, each 

gave their own slant on the ballad and after some careful 

deliberation by the judges Susan was announced the winner. She 

was presented with the trophy which is a copy of the original 

whistle this to be held until the next competition. Everyone then 

enjoyed a delicious buffet.  

 

The National Burns Memorial Homes Honour Champion Fund Raiser 
 

A big thank you has been extended to Bobby Clark of The Cumbrae 

Burns Club.  Over the last 28 years Bobby has made an appeal on behalf 

of The National Burns Memorial Homes in Mauchline, at the Club’s annual 

Burns supper in Millport.  The Cumbrae Burns club over the years has 

raised thousands of pounds for the Homes, a charity dedicated to Robert 

Burns which attempts, with the help of the public, to carry out at least one 

of his great ideas to look after some of our fellow men and women. The 

homes have 12 cottages and a community hall, maintenance and 

upgrades are ongoing and all donations are gratefully received. 

 

Pictured opposite Bobby’s Tavern bar in Millport. Andy Bell, a Memorial 

Homes Trustee (left) presents Bobby Clark with a letter of thanks and a 

Burns Tie as a token of appreciation. 

Newsletter Page 7 of 12 

mailto:friends@ellislandfarm.co.uk


  

 

 

Commemoration at the Burns Cairn in Gore Park Hamilton, Ontario, Canada  
 

The Burns Cairn was erected in 1984 by the Ye Bonny Doon Burns Club which unfortunately disbanded in 1997 

due to failing health and aging of the members. The Rev E. R. Francis Chisholm DD {now 93} each year in late 

July has held a service of remembrance on the anniversary of Burns Death, usually attended by former Bonny 

Doon club members. This year they invited the Halton/Peel Club to join with them and 7 of our members were  

able to attend. The worship service was led by Rev. Francis Chisholm (red kilt)   and the Burns’ appreciation 

was offered by Duncan Beattie (centre in white shirt) a former Member of the Canadian Parliament and a 

longtime member of the former Bonny Doon Club. 

What was special 

this year was the 

presence of the 

President’s chain of 

office from the 

Bonny Doon Club. 

Chrys Ballantyne 

(blue dress) VP of 

Halton/Peel Club 

sported the chain, 

now to be used as 

the Vice President’s 

chain of office.  

There is a 

remarkable story 

about the chain. 

About 5 years ago a cleaner at a  

local retirement residence noticed a small case in a dumpster there. She recovered it and on seeing the 

Scottish symbols, asked another employee with a Scots name, McDonald, if she could perhaps help locate 

an appropriate party who would know what to do with it. The young lady passed the Chain on to her father, 

a mason, and descendant of one of the early Highlander settlers in Prince Edward Island. He asked around 

but got no leads for a long time until one of his friends had occasion to mention it to a retired minister, Rev 

Bob Docherty, in Grimsby Ontario who happens to be a member of the Halton/Peel club. 

He referred him to Ron Ballantyne, the club secretary who was contacted by Mr. McDonald. 

When Ron collected the chain and realized its significance he contacted Duncan Beattie, a former member 

of the Bonny Doon Club, and asked “what was the appropriate way to deal with it”. 

 Duncan with the approval of other former Bonny Doon members asked the Halton/Peel club to keep the 

chain and use it as deemed appropriate. We therefore plan to keep it as the Vice President’s chain of office. 

The Halton/Peel club had also recently been presented with the President’s chain of office from the former 

Galt Ontario Burns Club which ceased to meet about 20 years ago. 

The Halton/Peel club had that chain refurbished, and are now using it as their Presidents Chain of Office. 

There is a strong Scots connection with Galt. The town was founded by the entrepreneur and author John 

Galt, who is buried in the Greenock cemetery, recently the subject of an appeal for refurbishment by the 

Greenock Burns Club. 

 

For further information on GDBA activities see: https://www.facebook.com/groups/GlasDistBurnsAssoc/ 
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How Burns Night in South Africa Gives Back.  

The Cape Town Burns Supper Club has staged ‘Burns Night’ in South Africa for the past 24 years. It’s the 

largest and most successful Burns Night on the African continent and the 2017 event welcomed 360 guests 

from 7 different countries to the Mother City.  

Cape Town Burns Night jovially advocates Burn’s messages and philosophies to the world, particularly 

those around love, social justice and equality. As well as conveying Burns’ work to a mainly African / 

Scottish audience, the event also raises considerable sums of money and resources for humanitarian causes 

across the Western Cape.  

From humble beginnings in 1994 a ‘wee 

tim’rous beastie’ of a committee was 

born to produce a Burns Night for the 

Scottish community in South Africa. In 

2012, a milestone in the event’s journey 

was the committee’s partnership with 

Scots / South African event management 

and marketing company Firecracker 

(www.firecracker.pro) led by a Stirling 

lass, Claire Alexander, who is the great, 

great, granddaughter of the famous 

Scottish missionary, Andrew Murray. 

Styled on a ‘tribute to Scotland’ and with 

plenty glasses charged and raised to the historical and current ties of both nations, the whole production 

has a strong charitable thread weaving throughout the celebration.  

Together with the assistance of the appointed beneficiary, the committee sources significant and unique 

items for the evening’s auction and raffle. 100% of monies raised is transparently used to benefit one or 

more of their humanitarian causes. Importantly, ever year, a few minutes are dedicated to presenting 

guests with how the previous year’s fundraising proceeds have been distributed. At the 2017 Burns Night, 

Sarah Fox Children’s Home and The Christine Revell Home for Palliative Care received R141000 (£8400) 

raised by guests.  

A modern, well branded, beautifully designed website was launched in 2016 (www.burnsnight.co.za) 

combined with a strong social media campaign, which has helped attract attention from a younger 

audience. More specifically, roughly half of seats in recent years are being filled by under 40 year olds.  

The 34 year-old award-winning event manager Claire Alexander, knows only too well the team has to work 

hard creatively to keep loyal guests happy each year and contributing in a significant way to our event 

charities. “Our entertainment line-up is first class and programmed in a way to both compliment the 

traditional speeches and keep the flow exciting”, says Alexander. 

The 2018 Cape Town Burns Night takes place 3rd February in Cape Town and looks forward to raising once 

again, substantial sums for deserving causes.  
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What’s on at the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum Alloway 

 

Clouts an’ Claes 

An exhibition of replica costumes from Dalgarven Mill Museum of 

Ayrshire Country Life and Costume, the Scottish Opera Costume 

Department and the collection. 

Sat 9th Sept 2017 – Sun 25th Feb 2018 10am to 5pm. Booking is not 

required. Admission Free 

Museum Guides and Highlight Talks: A Walk in the Graveyard of 

“Alloway’s Auld Haunted Kirk”  

Sandy McIntosh shares his research into the gravestones and denizens of 

the kirkyard in a unique stroll round this peaceful and atmospheric place. 

Wed 20th Sept 2017. Meet at Admission Desk, RBBM, at 3pm. 

Admission Free 

Museum Guides and Highlight talks: Songs and Poems of Robert Burns 

In a themed performance, John Hutcheson recites a selection of Burns poems and sings Burns songs with 

guitar accompaniment. Wed 27th Sept 2017. Robertson Room, 3pm. Admission Free 

 

Wreath-Laying at Bendigo 

 
A wreath-laying service on Sunday 23rd July 2017 at the Bendigo 

Art Gallery. The wreath was laid and a few poems read in 

remembrance. Afterwards the Club members enjoyed a good 

chat with coffee and scones. 

 

 

 

Addressing the Haggis Competition 

Kirkcudbright is the location for a Festival of Food which will 

showcase the best of produce from the South West.  The undoubted quality of a range of food will be 

illustrated with stalls and demonstrations to equal any event of its kind. 

As would be expected there is a "Haggis" element featuring in two ways. From the top butchers in Galloway 

and beyond their Haggis will be judged by a top expert Tony Singh MBE on the Sunday and also the verdict 

of the Public with tasting. 

On both days there is an opportunity for competitors to demonstrate 

their recitation skills in a light hearted competition.  This will give a 

"Junior" (up to age of 16) a chance to deliver the Address to the 

Haggis at 2.30 on Saturday 21st October and also the Juniors of 

yesteryear (Older than 16) at 2.30 on Sunday 22nd October.  

With the number of competitors who will be “cutting up wi ready 

slight” a look alike Haggis will be supplied with a wooden 

“knife.” Two great days out for people of all ages and many 

interesting activities. A range of supporting organisations including 

Scottish Craft Butchers and the Robert Burns World Federation are 

supporting this superb occasion.  For further information contact niomi@kirkcudbrightfoodfestival.co.uk  
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‘Tapsalteerie’ at the Mitchell Library  

Saturday 30th September - ‘Tapsalteerie' - Mitchell Library, Granville Street. 1- 4pm   

The Mitchell Library has recently opened a performance reading space in the ground floor area adjacent to 

the Cafe and this will be the space which Tapsalteerie will be using. 

In Scotland there was a folklore tradition, prior to the reformation to 

hold a Festival of Unreason, presided over by a character known, 

variously, as the Lord of Misrule or more usually, in Scotland, the 

Abbot of Unreason. This was a topsy-turvy event, where the normal 

order of things changed for the duration. Spoken Word, using both 

Burns text and readers, plus Scots language poetry and stories, told 

by writers from all over Scotland. In the newly opened ‘Let’s Talk’ 

area of the Mitchell Library, showcasing just what can be done with 

the language and verve. It will help people find their world turned 

upside down. 

In a Burns context the overlords would become underlings and the 

common people would rule, the worth of every man and woman, would be judged in respect of their 

intrinsic worth and not their 'guinea stamp'. This is what Tapsalteerie intends. 

Marc Sherland, President of the Scottish Association of Writers and Secretary of Glasgow and District Burns 

Association, is coordinating this event. There will be 5 minute slots (and some guest 10 minute feature slots) 

during the afternoon. Marc asks anyone who recites Burns or writes or performs in Scots to email him 

marcsherland@me.com.  

Black History Month - October 
 

This year in October celebrates the 30th anniversary of Black History 

Month in the UK. First celebrated in 1987, this month long focus on the 

history of black people and their struggle to be recognised. In the 

UK the contributions of those from African and Caribbean heritage, 

but those from Asia too are celebrated as well as those who sought to 

address the rights of people of all races and colours. 

 

As part of 'Black History Month' Prof Gerry Carruthers will give a talk on Burns & Slavery at the Gallery of 

Modern Art ('William Cunninghame Mansion'), Stock Exchange Square, Glasgow, 1-3 on Fri. 6th Oct 2017. 

 

Federation’s Sponsor Isle of Arran Distillery Inspires Poetry 

 
The Isle of Arran Distillery, our official sponsor, has posted 

on its website https://www.arranwhisky.com/ a couple of 

beautiful poems by Lynne Emmerson of Hull in Yorkshire.  

 

Unto that water, rock-stained and pure 

Add barley from the fields 

The scent of heather comes for free 

A touch of yeast makes yield 

 

This magic where does it derive 

On Arran Island by the sea 

A single malt of angel’s brew 

Born from Nature’s alchemy. 

 

Above are two sample verses. Attendees at the RBWF’s Annual Conference in Peebles were able to savour 

a drop of this amber nectar as each had a miniature sample at their dinner table setting.   
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A Small Charity with a Global Reach – Come and Join Us 
 

The main objectives of The Robert Burns World Federation Limited are to advance the education of the public about the 

life, poetry and works of Robert Burns and in furtherance thereof: 

 

(i) To encourage and arrange competitions among the general public, students and/or school children. 

(ii) To stimulate the development, teaching and study of Scottish literature, art, music and language. 
(iii) To conserve buildings and places associated with Robert Burns and his contemporaries. 
(iv) To strengthen the bond of fellowship amongst members of Burns Clubs and kindred societies throughout the 
 world by encouraging Burns Clubs and kindred societies to honour the memory of Robert Burns and his works. 

 

Clubs, Societies, Individuals and Corporate bodies who support the aims and objectives of the Robert Burns World 

Federation may be admitted as Federation Members. 

 

Benefits of Membership: 
1. FREE copy of our in-house publication, the Burns Chronicle, which keeps members up-to-date with world-wide 

club activities and provides academic articles which add to our knowledge and can be included in talks and 

writings. 
2. FREE bi-monthly Newsletter with general information on Club and Burns related news 
3. Increased knowledge of the life and works of Robert Burns and the pleasure of passing this knowledge on to 

like-minded Burnsians and to children and adults who visit Ayrshire from home and abroad 
4. Cordial company of fellow Federation members nationwide and worldwide 

5. The possibility of working with the schools committee who promote the works of Burns vigorously to over 
80,000 children in Scotland and also to many in USA, Canada, Russia and the Pacific Rim. 

6. Confidence that the RBWF Headquarters either answers, or fields and disseminates, questions from the general 
public, as well as Federation Members, fulfilling our main purpose of advancing and promoting knowledge of 
Robert Burns’ life and works 

7. The opportunity to have an input to the future of the Federation 

8. Without your subscription to RBWF, knowledge of, and interest in, Burns and his works would wither and die 
without a core driving force.  Someone would have to re-invent a Federation of world-wide Burns Clubs. 

 

Application to become a Federation Member 
Membership type Cost Tick preferred option 

Individual Membership £42.00  

Family Membership £47.00  

Club Membership £77.00  

Corporate Membership £150.00  

Chronicle Only £32.00  

School / Junior Membership FREE (no voting rights)  

Patron Call for details  

Airmail (overseas only) £12.00 for Chronicle etc. to be sent via airmail instead of 

surface mail 

 

Name (s) .......................................................................................................................................... 

Company Name.................................................................................................................................. 

Address............................................................................................................................................. 

Telephone...............................................................  Mobile................................................................ 

Email...................................................................... Website.............................................................. 

Method of Payment  

Cheque: No. 

Credit Card / Debit Card: No. Exp.Date.       / 

 Name on Card: 

Online Payment: Please contact us to issue an invoice with payment details 

Note: there is a 5% surcharge on all Credit or Debit Card and Online Transactions 

 

Applications for Membership should be sent to:- The Robert Burns World Federation Limited, Dower House, Dean Castle 

Country Park, Kilmarnock, KA3 1XB. Tel/Fax: 01563 572469   E Mail admin@rbwf.org.uk   Web www.rbwf.org.uk 

Newsletter Page 12 of 12 

mailto:admin@rbwf.org.uk
http://www.rbwf.org.uk/

